











= Take care on deciding how many “green building REQUIREMENTS” versus Incentives or rebates.
Suggestion: homeowner tax reduction x 2yrs for replacing roof with “white, solar reflective” or other
energy-saving measure.

= Require thick, insulating walls for new construction so building will not require heating or air conditioning.
Require designs to pass an “energy design” approval.

= City should not allow CCRs to require front yard lawns or make roles against vegetable/food gardens in
front yards.

EXPLANATION FOR RED DOTS:

= C-need cars to carry goods. It isn’t reasonable to carry a week’s worth of groceries home on a bike.

= X - provide financial incentives for downsizing — greening has little to do with it.

= Red dot on senior housing — we do not need a large, isolated senior housing development. Seniors can
move to any home in the city as they become available if they want to downsize. | am a senior and want to
remain in my home till I am carried out. We can accommaodate senior housing in many of the housing
committee update recommended infill sites in the city. We already have policies for senior or disability
housing such as accessibility and resistibility. Employ these in all new development.

= How about locating new schools near existing homes?
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- Energy conservation (no shipping, no packaging)

- Farms within walking and biking distance (could also be considered recreation)

- The high value of food per acre produced makes it more feasible to devote some
land to non-food beneficial uses: energy production, woodlots, carbon
sequestration, habitat, etc.

- The people who work the land live on the land and own the land and business — a
recipe for better stewardship.

- A massive beneficial impact to local economies: Local food returns a much
larger percentage of gross sales back into the local economy. My estimate for our
farm is that we spend, locally, about 60-70% of our gross sales. Iimagine that is
possibly an order of magnitude more than the remotely-produced food you buy at
a remotely-owned supermarket chain.

- Knowing the people who grow your food. Feeding people is more than business;
it answers a primal calling. I believe it knits our society closer together.

I think we need tens, if not hundreds, of city-edge retail farms around all our
communities, especially here in the central valley. But, how to get from here to there?
Over the years, my wife and I have seen several young folks try to start farming from
scratch. The mortality rate is near 100%. The learning curve is years and years, if not
decades. I think it would be far better to join an existing farm as a partner; I've seen this
work.

So how can a kid fresh out of college break into this kind of farming? How can a farm
worker become a farm owner? 1 envision an organization, a “Perpetual Grandpa
Institute” which would have three main functions:
- create these city-edge retail farms
- produce “retail farmers” via an intensive intern/apprenticeship program
- be an umbrella organization that keeps these farms associated together and
provides continuity, assistance, knowledge, advice, financing, etc.

I don’t know what the CDFA could do to help achieve this. But for my part, I'm starting
to search for like-minded people and organizations so we can get on with it.

Page 2 of 2






