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Facts about Measure Q 
Measure Q language on the

June 8, 2010 ballot will read:
Shall Ordinance No. 2353, which

would authorize the City of Davis to
continue to collect a one-half cent
sales and use tax for general govern-
ment purposes through December 31,
2016, be adopted?

• Measure Q is a city measure
for voter authorization of a renew-
al of a local sales tax.  It will be on
the Davis ballot on June 8, 2010 and
requires a 50% + 1 vote of the gener-
al electorate to pass.

• The original local half-cent
sales tax was enacted by voters in
March 2004, with a six-year sunset
expiring December 31, 2010.

• The current sales tax rate in
Davis is 8.75%.  If Measure Q pass-
es, the sales tax rate would remain
at 8.75%. If Measure Q fails, the
sales tax rate in Davis would be re-
duced by 0.5% and, therefore, be
8.25% starting January 1, 2011, un-
less the State changes its sales tax
rate.

• The local ½    cent sales tax gen-
erates approximately $3.0 million
per year in revenues to the General
Fund; this represents approxi-
mately 8% of General Fund rev-
enues.  Sales tax revenue, however,
fluctuates depending on the econo-
my and purchases made in Davis.

• Neighboring cities have simi-
lar tax rates.  Woodland, West
Sacramento and Sacramento also
have sales tax rates of 8.75%.
Solano County cities have a sales
tax rate of 8.375%.

• 7.25% is the base sales tax rate
in the state of California.  The State

has added a temporary sales tax
until July 1, 201l, and 0.5% is the lo-
cal Davis sales tax override (which
is represented by Measure Q).  In
most cases, when you purchase an
item in Davis, tax totaling 1.5% of
the sale stays in Davis.

• The revenue generated from
the  sales tax override goes into the
city's General Fund and can be
used for any city purpose, for ex-
ample:

■ Public safety and emergency 
services

■Street maintenance
■Parks and recreation
■Neighborhood and 

community services
■Other city services

What will the City do if
Measure Q fails?

■ The City will need to deter-
mine how to cut $3 million from its
General Fund budget.  City staff is
currently working on potential sce-
narios, but no final decisions have
been made.

■The City could choose to make
across-the-board reductions of
roughly 8% for all General Fund
supported programs.  This would
include reductions in police and
fire services totaling approximate-
ly $1.8 million, as well as $1.2 mil-
lion from other city general fund
programs.

■ The City could choose to ex-
empt Public Safety from funding
reductions.  The balance of the
City's general fund programs
would then need to absorb reduc-
tions of 20%. 

Facts About Measure R
Measure R language on the

June 8, 2010 ballot will read:
Shall Ordinance No. 2350, to

Amend and Extend “Measure J”
(Ordinance No. 2008 - Citizens'
Right to Vote on Future Use of
Open Space and Agricultural
Lands) to Extend the Sunset Date
of the Measure to December 31,
2020, and to Make Technical
Changes to the Ordinance, be
adopted?

What is Measure R?
Measure R, if approved by a

vote of 50%+1, will extend the
“Citizen's Right to Vote on Fu-
ture Use of Open Space and
Agricultural Lands Ordinance”.
This ordinance was first adopt-
ed by the voters in March of 2000
as Measure J.  If approved, Mea-
sure R will extend this ordi-
nance to December 31, 2020.  If
this Measure is not approved,
the ordinance will sunset after
December 31, 2010.

What does Measure R do?
The Davis General Plan es-

tablishes land use designations
for property within the Davis
Planning Area.  Land use desig-
nations include urban uses such
as residential, commercial, and
industrial, and non-urban uses
such as agriculture and urban
reserve.  “Urban reserve” is
land designated for potential
urban development after the
lands designated for urban uses
are developed.

This measure requires a vote
by the city's voters on any pro-
posal which would change an
agricultural or urban reserve
designation in the Davis Gener-
al Plan to an urban or urban re-
serve designation.

The measure also requires
that proposals for development
on Covell Center or Nishi prop-
erties be placed before the vot-
ers for a final decision via a bal-
lot measure. 

A majority of the voters vot-
ing in the election must vote in
the affirmative for a project to
move forward. 

Where are the Covell Center and
Nishi properties?

Covell Center is approxi-
mately 386 acres, located north
of Covell Boulevard between F
Street and Pole Line Road.
Nishi is approximately 44 acres,
located west of Olive Drive be-
tween Interstate 80 and the rail-
road tracks.  

Is the former Hunts Cannery (aka
Con Agra) property subject to the

Measure?
No.  This property of approxi-

mately 100 acres and within the
Davis City limits has been, and
remains, designated as Industri-
al in the City General Plan.
Since the property currently has
an urban designation, a propos-
al to change that designation
would not be subject to the re-
quirements of the measure.  

What projects would be exempt
from Measure R?

Any project that does not re-
quire a land use designation
change from an urban reserve
or agricultural designation to an
urban reserve or urban land use
designation is not subject to
Measure R.  The existing and
proposed Measure also speci-
fies exemptions to the voter ap-
proval requirement for: public
schools, public parks, and City
facilities that require large
acreage; the Urban Reserve
property adjacent and north of
the Sutter Davis hospital, if used
for medical facilities; and any
property that had a vested right
to develop prior to the adoption
of Measure J.  There is also an
exemption for housing if neces-
sary to meet the City's fair share
housing requirement or the
growth rate in the Pass-Through
Agreement for up to 5 acres per
year.  Any housing approved un-
der this exemption must be per-
manently affordable.

Have any projects undergone a
vote under this requirement?
Yes.  Two projects have been

subject to the requirements of
Measure J and placed before

the voters.  These projects were
the Covell Village proposal
(Measure X on the November
2005 ballot) and the Wildhorse
Horse Ranch proposal (Measure
P on the November 2009 ballot).
Measure X failed with 41.2 per-
cent voter support.  Measure P
failed with 25.3 percent voter
support.

Are there other ways that a
project might go before the

voters?
Yes. State law provides for

the voter initiative process.  If
the proper procedures are fol-
lowed, the citizens or project
proponent can have a project
placed on the ballot.    

Is there City review of a project
proposal before it goes to the

voters under Measure R?
Yes.  Under Measure R, pro-

ject proposals must first be re-
viewed by city staff and applica-
ble city commissions, and be ap-
proved by the City Council be-
fore the project is placed before
the voters. 

If a project is approved by the
voters can the project be

changed?
A project placed before the

voters under the requirements
of this Measure would designate
baseline project features that
could not be changed without
subsequent voter approval.
“Baseline” features typically in-
clude information such as num-
ber and type of residential
units, square footage and type of
non-residential space, location
and size of parks/open space ar-
eas, project amenities, and pro-
ject phasing.

Who pays for a project to be
reviewed and placed on a ballot?

Proposal applicants would
pay all costs for review and elec-
tion costs.

For additional information
please visit www.cityofdavis.org

Components of Statewide Sales and Use Tax 
according to the State Board of Equalization include:

5.00% State General Fund
0.50% State (for the Local Revenue Fund - health and welfare)
0.50% State (for the Local Public Safety Fund)
1.00% Temporary State Increase (Expires July 1, 2011)
0.25% Yolo County Transportation Fund
1.00% City of Davis
0.50%          City of Davis Override (Expires December 31, 2010)
8.75% Total

The city has placed two ballot measures on the June 8 ballot: 
Measure Q and Measure R.  Information about each measure is below.
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How Does

Davis
Compare?
Governments have many mecha-

nisms to measure service deliv-
ery and efficiency.  One way is to

compare services and costs with those
of other jurisdictions.  The charts to the
right show, at a glance, statistics in
three different areas of municipal
spending and service provision.

Every two years in September, the terms of one-half of the members of each
city commission expire and the City Council must make appointments or
reappointments to commissions.  This will occur in a few months - at the end

of September of 2010.  By serving on a city commission, you can participate in local
government and help plan the future of Davis.  Commissions serve as a conduit for
citizen input - a way of gathering, analyzing and recommending options to the City
Council.  Commissions provide an important avenue for determining the commu-
nity's feelings about an issue and extending the reach of the democratic process.

The City has the following commissions:
• Bicycle Advisory Commission
• Business and Economic Development Commission
• City-UCD Student Liaison Commission
• Civic Arts Commission
• Finance and Budget Commission
• Historical Resources Management Commission
• Human Relations Commission
• Natural Resources Commission
• Open Space and Habitat Commission
• Planning Commission
• Recreation and Park Commission
• Safety and Parking Advisory Commission
• Senior Citizen Commission
• Social Services Commission
• Telecommunications Commission
• Tree Commission

Interested in Having Your Voice Heard? 
Join a City Commission

Staff Liason Carrie Dyer for the
Civic Arts Commission (2009).

Chairman Dan
Fennocchio of the
Safety and Parking

Advisory Commission
(2008).

Chairman Rand Herbert of the Historical
Resources Management Commission (2008).

Chairman Anthony Costello of the
Business and Economic

Develpment Commission (2008).
If you are interested in serving on a commission and are a resident of Davis, see

www.cityofdavis.org or contact the City Clerk at (530)757-5648 for more information.
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Puzzled about what to sign up for this
summer?  The City of Davis Recre-
ation Division offers a variety of great

summer programs for children of all ages.
Registration is now being taken.  Access the
City's website at www.cityofdavis.org or visit
the office at 23 Russell Blvd. Suite 5.  For
more information, please call 757-5626.

In the mean time spend a few moments
solving the puzzle below and get excited
about all the fantastic choices for a summer
filled with fun!

Downtown
Happenings
Friday Night Concert Series, May 28 - September 3

The soundtrack to your summer begins and ends in
Downtown Davis' E Street Plaza this Summer!  Fif-
teen local and regional bands and musical performers

will be featured in this free series, 7:00 - 9:00 p.m., every
Friday night from Memorial Day weekend through Labor
Day weekend.  E Street Plaza is located in the 200 block of
E Street, between 2nd and 3rd Streets. 

Guests are encouraged to bring chairs, blankets or
something to sit on.  Restaurants abound throughout
downtown Davis, so be sure to kick off the weekend with
dinner in a downtown eatery, too.

The first four concerts in the series are as follows:
• May 28 - Duval Speck and the Essentials
• June 4 - Frankie and the Fabletones
• June 11 - Dropped Roses
• June 18 - Funky Skunk Railroad Sidewalk Sale Weekend, July 9-11

Afavorite of locals and visitors alike, the Downtown
Davis Summer Sidewalk Sale is well into its third
decade of providing sizzling deals on fabulous mer-

chandise.
This year, the Sidewalk Sale promises to be even hotter

than the weather, thanks to the addition of a prize program
for shoppers who spend the most and those who spend in
specific retail categories.

For those uninitiated, downtown retailers plan special
sales and promotions during the Sidewalk Sale Weekend.
Some fantastic deals are to be found

2nd Friday ArtAbout

The 2nd Friday ArtAbout is a monthly evening of open
galleries and artists' receptions at businesses, gal-
leries and other art-friendly locations in Downtown

Davis and beyond.  As the name suggests, the 2nd Friday
ArtAbout occurs on the second Friday of each month.  Spe-
cific times and locations may vary each month, but infor-
mational signage is prevalent.  In addition, the Davis
Downtown Business Association puts out a detailed flyer
each month outlining the locations, times and exhibits.
Events occur year-round, are free and open to the public.
Many venues include receptions, refreshments and oppor-
tunities to meet artists.

Part of the beauty and fun of the ArtAbout evenings is
witnessing the transformation and adaptation of local
businesses into "instant" art galleries. The arts play an in-
tegral role in the eclectic vibrancy of Downtown Davis, in
particular, and the businesses embrace the opportunity to
join with the galleries in showcasing the works of local
artists who capture the spirit, imagination and ingenuity
that Davis and the adjoining UC Davis campus embody.

For more information about 2nd Friday ArtAbout, Friday
Night Music Series or Sidewalk Sales, contact the Davis Down-
town Business Association at (530) 756-8763.

Summer in the
City  of Davis:

There’s No Excuse
for Being Bored!



On April 24, the US Bicycling Hall of Fame officially opened its
doors to the Davis community.  The Hall chose Davis as the lo-
cation for its new national home and merged with the Califor-

nia Bike Museum, already based here in Davis.  The result is a vibrant
collection of bicycles, both historic and memorable.  In addition to
bikes, the 25-year old Hall of Fame is a worldwide leader in bicycling
history and home to the country's greatest cycling athletes.  The Hall al-
so hosts an annual Induction Ceremony in the fall to add new athletes
and important figures in the cycling world to the ranks and plans to
ramp up its programming
over the course of the next
year, as it settles into its
new home.

The US Bicycling Hall
of Fame will be open from
2 to 8 p.m. on Wednesdays
and 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Sat-
urdays.  Hours may be ad-
justed through the sum-
mer.  Admission will be
$5.00 for adults and $3.00
for Senior Citizens (60 and
over) and kids 6 to 12 years
old.  The Hall is free for
Children 5 years and un-
der.

For more information
and to check current hours,
please visit: www.usbhof.org
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Facts about Measure Q 
Measure Q language on the

June 8, 2010 ballot will read:
SShhaallll  OOrrddiinnaannccee  NNoo..  22335533,,  wwhhiicchh

wwoouulldd  aauutthhoorriizzee  tthhee  CCiittyy  ooff  DDaavviiss  ttoo
ccoonnttiinnuuee  ttoo  ccoolllleecctt  aa  oonnee--hhaallff  cceenntt
ssaalleess  aanndd  uussee  ttaaxx  ffoorr  ggeenneerraall  ggoovveerrnn--
mmeenntt  ppuurrppoosseess  tthhrroouugghh  DDeecceemmbbeerr  3311,,
22001166,,  bbee  aaddoopptteedd??

• Measure Q is a city measure
for voter authorization of a renew-
al of a local sales tax.  It will be on
the Davis ballot on June 8, 2010 and
requires a 50% + 1 vote of the gener-
al electorate to pass.

• The original local half-cent
sales tax was enacted by voters in
March 2004, with a six-year sunset
expiring December 31, 2010.

• The current sales tax rate in
Davis is 8.75%.  If Measure Q pass-
es, the sales tax rate would remain
at 8.75%. If Measure Q fails, the
sales tax rate in Davis would be re-
duced by 0.5% and, therefore, be
8.25% starting January 1, 2011, un-
less the State changes its sales tax
rate.

• The local ½    cent sales tax gen-
erates approximately $3.0 million
per year in revenues to the General
Fund; this represents approxi-
mately 8% of General Fund rev-
enues.  Sales tax revenue, however,
fluctuates depending on the econo-
my and purchases made in Davis.

• Neighboring cities have simi-
lar tax rates.  Woodland, West
Sacramento and Sacramento also
have sales tax rates of 8.75%.
Solano County cities have a sales
tax rate of 8.375%.

• 7.25% is the base sales tax rate
in the state of California.  The State

has added a temporary sales tax
until July 1, 201l, and 0.5% is the lo-
cal Davis sales tax override (which
is represented by Measure Q).  In
most cases, when you purchase an
item in Davis, tax totaling 1.5% of
the sale stays in Davis.

• The revenue generated from
the  sales tax override goes into the
city's General Fund and can be
used for any city purpose, for ex-
ample:

■ Public safety and emergency 
services

■Street maintenance
■Parks and recreation
■Neighborhood and 

community services
■Other city services

What will the City do if
Measure Q fails?

■ The City will need to deter-
mine how to cut $3 million from its
General Fund budget.  City staff is
currently working on potential sce-
narios, but no final decisions have
been made.

■The City could choose to make
across-the-board reductions of
roughly 8% for all General Fund
supported programs.  This would
include reductions in police and
fire services totaling approximate-
ly $1.8 million, as well as $1.2 mil-
lion from other city general fund
programs.

■ The City could choose to ex-
empt Public Safety from funding
reductions.  The balance of the
City's general fund programs
would then need to absorb reduc-
tions of 20%. 

Facts About Measure R
Measure R language on the

June 8, 2010 ballot will read:
SShhaallll  OOrrddiinnaannccee  NNoo..  22335500,,  ttoo

AAmmeenndd  aanndd  EExxtteenndd  ““MMeeaassuurree  JJ””
((OOrrddiinnaannccee  NNoo..  22000088  --  CCiittiizzeennss''
RRiigghhtt  ttoo  VVoottee  oonn  FFuuttuurree  UUssee  ooff
OOppeenn  SSppaaccee  aanndd  AAggrriiccuullttuurraall
LLaannddss))  ttoo  EExxtteenndd  tthhee  SSuunnsseett  DDaattee
ooff  tthhee  MMeeaassuurree  ttoo  DDeecceemmbbeerr  3311,,
22002200,,  aanndd  ttoo  MMaakkee  TTeecchhnniiccaall
CChhaannggeess  ttoo  tthhee  OOrrddiinnaannccee,,  bbee
aaddoopptteedd??

What is Measure R?
Measure R, if approved by a

vote of 50%+1, will extend the
“Citizen's Right to Vote on Fu-
ture Use of Open Space and
Agricultural Lands Ordinance”.
This ordinance was first adopt-
ed by the voters in March of 2000
as Measure J.  If approved, Mea-
sure R will extend this ordi-
nance to December 31, 2020.  If
this Measure is not approved,
the ordinance will sunset after
December 31, 2010.

What does Measure R do?
The Davis General Plan es-

tablishes land use designations
for property within the Davis
Planning Area.  Land use desig-
nations include urban uses such
as residential, commercial, and
industrial, and non-urban uses
such as agriculture and urban
reserve.  “Urban reserve” is
land designated for potential
urban development after the
lands designated for urban uses
are developed.

This measure requires a vote
by the city's voters on any pro-
posal which would change an
agricultural or urban reserve
designation in the Davis Gener-
al Plan to an urban or urban re-
serve designation.  

The measure also requires
that proposals for development
on Covell Center or Nishi prop-
erties be placed before the vot-
ers for a final decision via a bal-
lot measure. 

A majority of the voters vot-
ing in the election must vote in
the affirmative for a project to
move forward. 

Where are the Covell Center and
Nishi properties?

Covell Center is approxi-
mately 386 acres, located north
of Covell Boulevard between F
Street and Pole Line Road.
Nishi is approximately 44 acres,
located west of Olive Drive be-
tween Interstate 80 and the rail-
road tracks.  

Is the former Hunts Cannery (aka
Con Agra) property subject to the

Measure?
No.  This property of approxi-

mately 100 acres and within the
Davis City limits has been, and
remains, designated as Industri-
al in the City General Plan.
Since the property currently has
an urban designation, a propos-
al to change that designation
would not be subject to the re-
quirements of the measure.  

What projects would be exempt
from Measure R?

Any project that does not re-
quire a land use designation
change from an urban reserve
or agricultural designation to an
urban reserve or urban land use
designation is not subject to
Measure R.  The existing and
proposed Measure also speci-
fies exemptions to the voter ap-
proval requirement for: public
schools, public parks, and City
facilities that require large
acreage; the Urban Reserve
property adjacent and north of
the Sutter Davis hospital, if used
for medical facilities; and any
property that had a vested right
to develop prior to the adoption
of Measure J.  There is also an
exemption for housing if neces-
sary to meet the City's fair share
housing requirement or the
growth rate in the Pass-Through
Agreement for up to 5 acres per
year.  Any housing approved un-
der this exemption must be per-
manently affordable.

Have any projects undergone a
vote under this requirement?
Yes.  Two projects have been

subject to the requirements of
Measure J and placed before

the voters.  These projects were
the Covell Village proposal
(Measure X on the November
2005 ballot) and the Wildhorse
Horse Ranch proposal (Measure
P on the November 2009 ballot).
Measure X failed with 41.2 per-
cent voter support.  Measure P
failed with 25.3 percent voter
support.  

Are there other ways that a
project might go before the

voters?
Yes. State law provides for

the voter initiative process.  If
the proper procedures are fol-
lowed, the citizens or project
proponent can have a project
placed on the ballot.    

Is there City review of a project
proposal before it goes to the

voters under Measure R?
Yes.  Under Measure R, pro-

ject proposals must first be re-
viewed by city staff and applica-
ble city commissions, and be ap-
proved by the City Council be-
fore the project is placed before
the voters. 

If a project is approved by the
voters can the project be

changed?
A project placed before the

voters under the requirements
of this Measure would designate
baseline project features that
could not be changed without
subsequent voter approval.
“Baseline” features typically in-
clude information such as num-
ber and type of residential
units, square footage and type of
non-residential space, location
and size of parks/open space ar-
eas, project amenities, and pro-
ject phasing.  

Who pays for a project to be
reviewed and placed on a ballot?

Proposal applicants would
pay all costs for review and elec-
tion costs.  

For additional information
please visit www.cityofdavis.org

Components of Statewide Sales and Use Tax 
according to the State Board of Equalization include:

5.00% State General Fund
0.50% State (for the Local Revenue Fund - health and welfare)
0.50% State (for the Local Public Safety Fund)
1.00% Temporary State Increase (Expires July 1, 2011)
0.25% Yolo County Transportation Fund
1.00% City of Davis
0.50%          City of Davis Override (Expires December 31, 2010)
8.75% Total

The city has placed two ballot measures on the June 8 ballot: 
Measure Q and Measure R.  Information about each measure is below.

Tankhouse moves!
The tankhouse located on Second Street in downtown Davis is

moving to a new location!  In order to make room for a new multi-
use project to include a coffee shop and office space, the

tankhouse is being relocated to the corner of Second and E streets.
The building will be refurbished over the summer to allow its own
reuse, likely as a small
retail outlet.

The tankhouse was
originally constructed
in 1875 south of the
Hunt Boyer mansion in
downtown Davis.  The
tankhouse was moved
to its current location
in 1979 to accommo-
date the construction
of Mansion Square
commercial develop-
ment.

It is hoped that mov-
ing and refurbishing
the tankhouse will re-
sult in increased ener-
gy in the Core Area and
provide additional
space for commercial
and office uses.

U.S. Bicycling Hall of Fame Now Open in Davis
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