
A
year has passed since dogs
and their owners began
gathering at the Toad Hol-
low Dog Park for exercise,
socialization and fun. Since

its opening at 1919 Second St., the park
has been one of the city's most popular fa-
cilities. To help deter-
mine how many people
use the park, what
times it is being used
and need for any additional features, the
Parks & Community Services Department
recently conducted a Toad Hollow Dog
Park survey.

More than 380 park users completed
and returned online and written surveys.
About 71 percent of those surveyed had
been to the dog park more than 10 times,
and 88 percent are Davis residents. The
survey tabulation revealed recurrent re-

quests for three amenities:
■ More shade trees, and benches on

which pet owners could rest while their
dogs run and play;

■ A walking path around the perime-
ter for owners who want to exercise along
with their pet;

■ A separate fenced off-leash play
area for small dogs.

Survey respondents also requested
bulletin boards, restrooms, wash stations
and additional waste disposal containers,
and establishment and posting of park
rules.

Next steps:
The survey responses are helping to

shape a Toad Hollow Dog Park Master
Plan. The Master Plan will describe need-
ed amenities not only at the dog park, but
also the timing and priority of elements
proposed for other city facilities.

Representatives of the Parks & Com-
munity Services Department and the
Davis Dog Owners Group (DDOG) recent-
ly held community meetings to enable
residents to participate in the initial de-
velopment of the Master Plan. The plan
will be reviewed by the Recreation and
Parks Commission and the City Council,
and eventually it will be placed at
www.cityofdavis.org on the Web. To learn
more about the master plan devel-
opment process, call the
Parks & Community
Services Department
at (530) 757-5656.
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Toad Hollow Dog Park survey
prompts master plan

T
he Davis Fire De-
partment and Na-
tional Fire Protec-
tion Association
(NFPA) will ob-

serve Fire Prevention Week
Oct. 8–14. Cooking safety is the
theme of this year’s campaign,
”Prevent cooking fires: Watch
what you heat.”

Fire Prevention Week is
intended to raise the public’s
awareness of fire safety and
the importance of preventing
cooking fires in the home.

More fires start in the
kitchen than in any other part

of the
home.
That's be-
cause peo-

ple permit themselves to be-
come distracted while cook-
ing, and the consequences
can be far worse than burned
food. Fueled by cooking oils,
paper or plastic bags, cur-
tains, or other combustible
materials, cooking fires
spread quickly, leaving only

moments to escape safely.
Cooking fires are the most

common cause of home fires,
which often result in injuries.
NFPA statistics show that
home cooking fires kill hun-
dreds of home owners and in-
jure roughly 4,000 more each
year.

To promote safer cooking,
the Davis Fire Department of-
fers nine safety tips:

■ Remain in the kitchen
while you are frying, grilling,
broiling or boiling food.

■ If you must leave the
room even for a short period
of time, turn off the stove.

■ When you are simmer-
ing, baking or roasting food,
check it regularly, stay in the
home, and use a timer to re-
mind you when to remove the
food from the stove or oven.

■ Wear short, close-fitting
or tightly rolled sleeves when
cooking. Loose clothing can
dangle onto stove burners
and catch fire.

■ Keep cooking areas

clean and clear of com-
bustibles such as potholders,
towels, rags, draperies and
food packaging.

■ Keep children away
from cooking areas by enforc-
ing a “kid-free zone” of three
feet around the stove.

■ Never use a wet oven
mitt, which can cause scald-
ing if the moisture is heated.

■ If a fire erupts in your
oven, turn off the heat and
keep its door closed to pre-
vent flames from burning you
and your clothing.

■If a fire occurs in your mi-
crowave oven, keep its door
closed and disconnect its
electrical power. Call 911 and
make sure to have the oven
serviced before you use it
again.

Dog Park
IN FOCUS

Fire Safety
IN FOCUS

When you change your clocks back to standard
time on October 29, remember to change the batter-
ies in your smoke alarms, too.  Once you’ve changed
the batteries, be sure to test the alarms. If you have
any questions, contact the City of Davis Fire Depart-
ment at 757-5684 or at www.cityofdavis.org.

Fire Prevention Week Oct. 8–14
Prevent cooking fires: Watch what you heat

Visit
www.davisfest.comCelebrate Davisfest 2006

T
he Davis Downtown Business As-
sociation will present Davisfest
2006 on Sunday, October 15 from
noon to 5 p.m. in downtown Davis

between Central Park
and the E Street Plaza.

The event is a festival
of food, wine, beer, enter-
tainment and art showcasing the best of
Davis. Featured attractions include: fabu-
lous shopping, live music, food samples,
beer and wine tasting, an interactive "kid-
stown", an artist showcase plus an online

auction and raffle.
Most of the day’s activities can be en-

joyed for FREE.  If you're interested in un-
limited wine, beer and food tastings and a
davisfest wine glass, you can purchase an
advance $25 ticket by October 6 in several
ways:

■Online using PayPal.
■ In person at the Davis Food Co-op,

Hallmark Inn and the Davis Downtown
Business Association office at 423 F Street,
Suite 104.  

■ On the day of the event tickets will be

$35.
For more davisfest 2006 information,

visit www.davisfest.com/tickets,
call (530) 756-8763 or e-
mail questions to
info@davis
downtown.com.

DDBA
IN FOCUS
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Cooking fires kill hundreds of people each year. Take some simple steps to avoid dangerous
before & after scenarios like this one. You’ll be glad you did!


