
Village Homes

Village Homes is a 70-
acre subdivision located
in the west part of Davis,
California. Construction
on the neighborhood be-
gan in the fall of 1975.
The completed develop-
ment includes 225 homes
and 20 apartment units.

It was designed to en-
courage both the devel-
opment of a sense of community and the conservation of 
energy and natural resources.  All lots are oriented north-
south to promote the use of solar panels within the community.
The streets are narrower to reduce the amount of pavement
and cars on the road, alternating streets with pedestrian and
bike paths. The community also features natural drainage
with a network of creek beds and pond areas, and edible land-
scaping.

Muir Commons

Muir Commons was the first co-housing community newly
constructed in the United States and was modeled after com-
munities in Denmark. After several years of planning, ground
breaking took place on November 1990 with the residents
moving in during the summer of 1991. Most of the homes were
constructed as affordable housing. The 3,668-square-foot
“Common House” includes a large kitchen and dining area to
accommodate group meals.  Shared facilities also include a
900-square-foot woodworking and automotive shop, parking
areas and bicycle sheds.  The community has lawns, gardens
and an orchard, and produces its own power through the use
of photovoltaic solar panels.

The Domes

Baggins End, or “the domes” as they are more commonly
referred to as, was established in 1972 as a community for stu-
dents at UC Davis interested in sustainable living. Baggins
End, located at the north-west edge of the Davis campus, con-
sists of 14 domes that each house two students.  The domes are

made of three to four
inches of
polyurethane foam
that keeps them cool
in the summer and
warm in the winter,
and surrounded by a
fiberglass shell.  

The domes pro-
mote a lifestyle of
“living practices 
including organic
agriculture and 
permaculture, low-
impact construction,
energy efficiency, 
alternative forms of
waste management

and the general reduction of [their] ecological footprint.”  The
domes have an extensive organic garden in which students
practice crop rotation and sustainable agriculture, as well as
raising chickens.
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Davis communities make being green a way of life

Q. When did you have the solar panels installed?
A. The end of June.  We had a

local company do it.

Q. Why did you
have them installed?

A. We thought it
was the responsible
thing to do.  We

saved for a while, but
it seems like there is so

much waste produced
from other energy sources.

We live in Northern California, we
don’t have enough energy for the entire state but we
do have plenty of sunshine.

Q.  How many, and how much did they cost?
A. We have 14 solar panels.  They cost us $24,000,

but we got a rebate from PG&E for $5,700.  The more
solar panels you install, the higher the rebate.

Q.  How much energy do you generate?
A. We generate 15-16 kilowatts per day.  That’s

more than we need, but we figured we’re investing
in clean, free energy, so why not?

Q.  Would you say it’s worth it?
A. Yes, absolutely. Someone might not be able to

afford 14, but maybe a few.  We don’t have an electric
bill anymore.  And for people that think installing
solar panels on their roof might detract from their
house or property value, ours are on our garage roof;
you can’t even see them from the front.

Q.  Would you recommend the installation of solar
panels to others?

A. Yes, my in-laws live in Davis and they are in
the process of putting them up now.

Did
you
know?
Students
learn about

recycling in
elementary school
through R.I.S.E., Recycling
is Simply Elementary.

Calling all readers!
Have you installed solar panels on your

home?  Does your neighbor recycle or compost
just about everything?  Please submit your story
about reducing your own carbon footprint, or
send us suggestions for other places in Davis
that are reducing greenhouse gas emissions.
You might be our next featured Davisite on our
Web site!  Send correspondence to 
sustainability @cityofdavis.org

Did you
know?
There are more
than 100 miles of
bike paths and

lanes in Davis.

Did you
know?
The City of Davis
has approximately
200 LED traffic

signals in use.
Compared to

conventional bulbs, LEDs use
80% less energy and last six
times as long. Before the use
of LEDs, all bulbs from traffic
signal heads were replaced
every 18 months.

Jennifer and her husband
live on Third Street, and are

the proud new owners of
solar panels

Solar panels were installed
on the main building of
Muir Commons in 2002.

Village Homes’ youngest
residents cross a path near
the community garden.

Each of the 14 Domes
houses two students.

80 things you
can do to save
our planet
What is your carbon footprint?  The American na-

tional average is 7.5 tons a year.  Visit
http://www.climatecrisis.net/takeaction
/carboncalculator/ to find out.  Try these 80 dif-

ferent ways to save energy, resources, and the planet.  Check
off the practices you already do, and then try at least one new
practice every week!  Then, go to the back of this insert and fill
out your pledge sheet to reduce your carbon footprint.

Always
❑ Recycle plastics, aluminum, steel cans, cardboard, glass

and paper.  Never throw garbage in a recycling container.  For
more information on recycling in Davis, visit www.davisre-
cyling.org 

❑ Properly dispose of hazardous waste. Take all haz-
ardous waste, including oil, batteries, and elec-
tronics to the Yolo County Central Landfill
Recycling Center at 44090 County
Road 28 on drop off days.  For fee
information and dates, call
(530) 666-8729.  If you can’t
wait for a drop off day,
contact the City of Sacra-
mento Recycling and
Transfer Station at
(916) 379-0500.  

❑ Drop your plastic
grocery bags back off
at the grocery store to
reuse and recycle.

❑ Better yet, use a can-
vas grocery bag!  Many
grocery stores will give
you a small discount for us-
ing your own bag.

❑ Turn off lights and appliances
when you’re not using them.

❑ Turn your thermostat down 2 degrees in
the winter and up 2 degrees in the summer.

❑ Fans use a lot less energy than the air condition-
er.  Use them as much as possible in the summer.

❑ Use rechargeable batteries.
❑ Take your favorite mug to your favorite coffee shop.

Many cafés offer a few cents off your drink purchase.
❑ When your cell phone, iPod, or PDA is done charging,

unplug it, and unplug the charger.
❑ Buy used items when appropriate.  
❑ Sell, give away, or donate reusable items.
❑ Buy products that use less packaging.
❑ Rent or borrow items you won’t use often.
❑ Frequent stores with good environmental and sustain-

able business practices.
❑ Don’t pour anything down storm drains. Storm drains

are for rain water only!
❑ Volunteer with a local agency that plants trees around

town.  Visit Tree Davis at www.treedavis.org 
❑ ‘Adopt-a-Park.’ Contact Parks & Community Services at

(530) 757-5656.
❑ Eat less beef.  One pound of beef can take up to 36 pounds

of CO2 emissions to produce.
❑ Drink tap water instead of bottled water.  Remember that

every bottle of water has to be filtered, bottled in plastic, and
then shipped to the store.

At Home
❑ Line-dry your laundry as much as possible.
❑ Turn off your electric blanket if you’re not in bed.
❑ Install skylights when possible to use natural light in your

home or office.
❑ When no one is home, turn the air conditioner up or the

heater down.
❑ Make sure your fireplace damper is shut when not in use.  
❑ Only run the dishwasher or washing machine with a full

load.
❑ Install low-flush toilets.
❑ Install low-flow shower heads.
❑ Use a shorter cycle on your dishwasher.
❑ If washing dishes by hand, fill one side of the sink with

soapy water, and the other with clean.  
❑ Change out your incandescent light bulbs to compact flu-

orescent energy saving bulbs, and properly recycle fluores-
cent bulbs, which contain mercury and are hazardous waste.

❑ Reduce your junk mail and ask to receive e-mails when
possible.

❑ Insulate your home.
❑ Install a clean burning natural gas or

propane fireplace or stove instead of
wood

❑ Fix leaky faucets and toilets.

❑ Wash clothes and dishes with cold water when possible.
❑ If you have a newer dishwasher, don’t rinse your dishes

before loading.
❑ Turn off the water when brushing your teeth or shaving.
❑ Turn your water temperature down to 120 degrees.
❑ Take showers, not baths. A five-minute shower uses 7.5

gallons of hot water.  Filling a bathtub uses 20 gallons.
❑ Don’t hold the refrigerator door open.  Every time it’s

opened, up to 30% of the cooled air can escape.
❑ Don’t open the oven to check what you’re baking.  Turn

the light on and look through the window to prevent hot air
from getting out.

❑ Use lids on pots and pans to reduce cooking times, and
don't put a small pan on a large burner.

❑ Make your own cleaning products.  White vinegar and
tea tree oil do the trick without using harmful chemicals in
your home.

❑ Change your furnace filter every 1-3 months.

Around Your Yard
❑ Use a push or electric mower instead of a gas mower to

mow your lawn.  It’s also great exercise.
❑ Create a compost pile in your backyard for compostables

from your kitchen and yard work.  Visit www.projectcom-
post.ucdavis.edu for more information. 

❑ Reduce the amount you water plants in cooler weather.  
❑ Practice “grass-cycling.”  Leave the grass clippings on

your lawn after you mow.
❑ Use a broom or rake rather than a leaf blower.
❑ Solar heat your pool or spa.
❑ Reduce your use of pesticides and herbicides and use or-

ganic fertilizers.
❑ Reduce your turf area with drought-tolerant plants.  
❑ Plant native trees in your yard, not invasive plant species.
❑ Plant a garden that you can eat from.
❑ Water your lawn before 9am or after 7pm to minimize

evaporation.
❑ Layer mulch on the soil surface around your plants to

trap in moisture.

In the Office
❑ Refill your ink-jet cartridge

rather than buy a new one.  Most
office supply stores offer this ser-
vice.
❑ Use motion sensor switches in

less-used areas of the office such as
the bathroom, and storage rooms.
❑ Use task lighting instead of over-

head lighting.
❑ Print everything double sided.

❑ When replacing office equipment,
buy energy efficient models.

❑ Consider having employees
use lap top computers since they

use up to 80 percent less energy
than a standard desktop com-
puter.

❑ Make sure your office us-
es recycling bins.

❑ Turn your computers
and other electronic equip-

ment off at night and set sleep
functions during the day.

On the Go
❑ For shorter trips, walk or ride your

bike.  Check out the bike map for Davis at
www.cityofdavis.org/bicycles/maps.cfm 

❑ Look into purchasing a hybrid car or electric
vehicle.

❑ Take public transportation or carpool to work.  Check out
the Unitrans bus schedule at www.unitrans.com and the Yolo
Bus at www.yolobus.com 

❑ When driving, accelerate and brake slowly.  Quick starts
and stops decrease gas mileage.

❑ Avoid rush hour traffic when possible to reduce stops and
starts.

❑ Keep your tires properly inflated to get better gas
mileage.

❑ Using the air conditioner decreases gas mileage.  
❑ Reducing your speed is one of the simplest ways to save

energy on the road. For every one mile-per-hour above 55
mph, a vehicle loses 1% in fuel economy.

❑ Run your errands at one time.
❑ Don’t start the car before you are ready to go.  Adjust seat-

belts and mirrors first. 
❑ Only use your SUV when you need to haul things, trans-

port a lot of people, or drive in the mountains.  Use a smaller
car when driving around town or by yourself.

❑ Vespas and scooters get 60-mpg or more, and they’re fun!
❑ Get directions before you leave.
❑ Turn your engine off rather than idling.
❑ Park and go inside. Don’t use the drive-through if the line

is long.


