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Protect yourself
and your family

FIGHT the BITE by 
following the 7Ds:
■ DRAIN any standing 
water that may produce
mosquitoes.
■ DAWN and DUSK are
times to avoid. These are the
times when mosquitoes are
most active.

■ DRESS
appropri-
ately by
wearing

long sleeves and pants when
outdoors.
■ DEFEND yourself against
mosquitoes by using an 
effective insect repellent
such as DEET, Picaridin or
Oil of Lemon Eucalyptus.
Make sure you follow label
directions!
■ DOOR and window
screens should be in good
working condition. This will
prevent mosquitoes from
entering your home.
■ For more West Nile Virus
information call Sacramen-
to-Yolo Mosquito and Vector 
Control DISTRICT at (800)
429-1022 or go online to
FIGHTtheBITE.net.

To report a dead bird call
(877) 968-2473 or visit the 
California Department of
Health Services online at
westnile.ca.gov.
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What is the Parks
Maintenance Tax
(Measure G)?   

Measure G is a city ballot 
measure to renew the current
Parks Maintenance Tax that was
first approved by voters in 1998
and renewed in 2002.   If approved
by two-thirds of the voters, Mea-
sure G would renew the current
Parks Maintenance Tax at the
same rate of $49 annually for resi-
dential parcels and $40 per 1,000
sq. ft. for non- residential parcels,
not to exceed a maximum of 10,000
sq. ft.  If  approved, the tax would
be subject to renewal in six years
(2012).

Measure G will be on the June 6
ballot.  It requires a two-thirds
(66.67%) vote to pass.  It includes
the same refund for low-income
residents as the current Parks
Maintenance Tax.

Why does the City have a
Parks Maintenance Tax?

In 1991, the City first levied the
Landscape and Lighting Assess-
ment District (LLAD) to help off-
set General Fund expenditures
for the maintenance of parks,
greenbelts, street trees and 

related facilities.  In 1992, the
State of California began to take
additional local property taxes
from cities to help fund state pro-
grams, such as K-12 education.
The State then cut its own funding
to schools in the same amount.
The net effect of this shift in tax
revenue, known as the Educational
Revenue Augmentation Fund
(ERAF), has grown to approxi-
mately $2.5 million per year in lost
General Fund dollars for the City
of Davis.  Cumulative revenue loss
from property tax shifts to date is
approximately $19 million.

The Landscape and Lighting
District remained in effect until
1998, when the passage of Proposi-
tion 218 changed the require-
ments for the LLAD.  The City 
replaced the LLAD with a voter-
approved Parks Maintenance Tax.
In 1998, the
Parks Mainte-
nance Tax
passed by 78%,
with a four-
year sunset.  In
2002, the Parks
Maintenance
Tax was re-
newed by 79%
of the voters
and sunsets in
June 2006. 

The City
maintains
“Special Funds”, which can only
be used for specific purposes.  The
Parks Maintenance Tax is consid-
ered to be a Special Fund because

it can only be spent on park main-
tenance and related amenities.

The General
Fund, on the
other hand, is
the primary
funding
source for City
services, such
as general
government,
recreation
programs, the
majority of
park mainte-
nance, fire
and police

protection.  Having the Parks
Maintenance Tax assist with the
maintenance of parks, greenbelts,
trees and pool complexes frees

General Fund dollars to spend on
other City services.

How does the City use the
revenue from the Parks
Maintenance Tax? 

The Parks Maintenance Tax
provides $1.3 million annually,
which is dedicated to assisting
with the maintenance of parks,
greenbelts, open space, pools,
streetscapes and trees.  As a 
special tax, revenues must be
spent only for these purposes.  

Since the initial Parks Mainte-
nance Tax went into effect in 1998,
the City has added several parks
and greenbelts, streetscapes,
street trees and a pool complex.
Within the last four years, the
maintenance of three new com-
munity parks (Arroyo Park, Mace
Ranch, and Walnut) and the 
Arroyo pool complex has been
added.  In 1998, the Parks Mainte-
nance Tax paid for 75% of the
maintenance of parks and related
amenities, with the remainder
paid for by the General Fund. 
Today, the existing tax pays for
25%, with 75% being paid for by the
General Fund.

Public Health
IN FOCUS

West Nile
Virus has

arrived

O
n February 9, a new state law
went into effect making it illegal
to dispose of batteries, older
household thermostats, glass

thermometers containing mercury, 
fluorescent light bulbs and electronic
equipment in household or public trash
containers. 

Household batteries
Batteries contain potentially toxic 

metals, such as cadmium, zinc, lithium and
nickel, and should be disposed of at public
recycling centers located throughout
Davis.  The Yolo County Division of 
Integrated Waste Management collects the
batteries from these centers and recycles
them.  The following locations will accept
6-volt, 9-volt, AAA, AA, C and D batteries:

■ Davis Senior Center: 
646 A Street 

■ Longs Drug
Stores: 1550
East Covell
Boulevard

and 1741 West
Covell Boule-
vard
■ Rite Aid: 655
Russell

Boulevard and
2135 Cowell
Boulevard

■ Hibbert Lumber: Fifth and G streets 
■ Davis Ace Hardware: Third and G streets
(accepts rechargeable batteries) 
■ Radio Shack: 634 G Street (accepts
rechargeable batteries) 

Prevent mercury contamination
Fluorescent light bulbs, older house-

hold thermostats, glass thermometers,
button batteries for watches, calculators
and hearing aids, and electronic devices
(cell phones, game consoles, computers)
can no longer be disposed of in the trash
because mercury can be released into the
air or water if these items are broken.  

Mercury is a highly toxic metal that is
harmful to both humans and wildlife.  It
can be in liquid or gaseous form.  Exposure
to even small amounts of mercury over a
long period of time may cause negative
health effects.

Fluorescent and High-Intensity 
Discharge lamps (HID) are excellent 
energy-efficient choices because they can
use less electricity.  New compact 
fluorescent light bulbs last longer and use
only 25 percent of the energy as incandes-
cent bulbs. However, used fluorescent and
HID lamps must be disposed of properly
because they also contain mercury.

Fluorescent light bulbs and mercury
thermostats are collected at the bi-
monthly Household Hazardous Waste 

collection events at the Yolo County 
Central Landfill located at 44090 County
Road 28H. These collection events take
place on certain Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 
2 p.m. Collection dates for 2006 are May 20,
July 15, September 9 and November 18.
■ Bring used fluorescent light bulbs to the
hazardous waste collection for free and
proper disposal.
■ Do not place used fluorescent light bulbs
in the trash.
■ Do not break or crush fluorescent bulbs.

Electronics are accepted at the Yolo
County Central Landfill for recycling free-
of-charge Monday through Saturday, 
6:30 a.m. to 4 p.m., and Sundays from 9 a.m.
to 5 p.m.  Televisions, computer monitors,

CPUs, keyboards, typewriters, cellular
phones, fax machines, printers, stereos
and VCRs can be dropped off at the 
landfill for recycling. Remember that this
service is FREE.

The information listed above is for 
local households only. If you have a 
business that generates hazardous waste,
call the Yolo County Department of Public
Works at (530) 666-8852 or (530) 666-8856.

For information about and maps to the
Yolo County Central Landfill, visit:
www.yolocounty.org/recycle/yccl.htm.

For more information about battery and
electronic recycling, call (530) 666-8856.  For
more Davis recycling information, visit
www.davisrecycling.org.
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A Davis little leaguer hones
his skills at Community Park.

Whaleback Park is located
at the corner of Marina

Circle and Whaler Avenue.

3Save gas, 
save money

3Contact 
city offices

See MEASURE G, Page 2

Measure G
Parks Maintenance Tax

frequently asked questions

New law requires proper disposal of batteries, fluorescent bulbs and electronics

Bring your old
batteries to 
one of several
recycling centers
throughout Davis.

Drop off old
electronics at the Yolo
County Landfill for free!

3Big events
coming up

The ballot  measure reads as follows:
Shall Ordinance No. 2243, which

extends for six years the existing Parks
Maintenance Tax of $49 per year on
residential units and on non-residential
units in amounts specified in the Ordi-
nance, to fund maintenance of parks,
street trees, greenbelts, bike paths,
medians, public landscaping, urban
wildlife and habitat, swimming pools,
and recreational facilities be adopted?


