
Davis Community Park
Thursday, May 17       4:30 to 9 p.m.

■Admission is free
■ Fireworks start at 9 p.m.
■ The best Davis businesses and
services will be on display
■ Visit your favorite restaurant
booths and dine in the park
■ Visit www.celebratedavis.com
or call the Davis Chamber at 
756-5160 for information.
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Meet the
chief

On April 9, Landy Black was
sworn in as Davis’ 10th police

chief.  Black is
a 24-year law-
enforcement
veteran who
was hired in
February fol-
lowing an
eight-month
nationwide

search. Formerly Black was a
captain with the Seattle Police
Department where he served
as commander of the city's di-
verse East Precinct.

Black graduated from the
University of Washington with
a B.A. in Business Administra-
tion. He earned his Master of
Public Administration degree
in Justice Administration from
Troy University. He has also
earned Middle Management
and Executive Leadership Cer-
tificates from the Washington
State Criminal Justice Training
Commission.

The new chief has pledged
to work with the community
and the department’s officers
to keep Davis a “safe and liv-
able community.”

For more Police Department
information,  please visit: 
www.cityofdavis.org/police/

When Older Americans Month was estab-
lished in 1963, only 17 million living Amer-
icans had reached their 65th birthdays.

About a third of older Americans lived in poverty
and there were few programs to meet their needs.  In
April of 1963, President John F. Kennedy’s meeting
with the National Council of Senior Citizens served
as a prelude to designating May as “Senior Citizens
Month.”  Thanks to President Jimmy Carter’s desig-
nation, what was once called Senior Citizens Month
is now called “Older Americans Month,”
and has become an annual tradition. 

Historically, Older Americans
Month has been a time to acknowl-
edge the contributions of past and
current older persons to our
country, in particular those
who defended our country.
Every President since JFK
has issued a formal
proclamation during or
before the month of
May asking that the
entire nation should
pay tribute in some
way to older persons
in their communities.
Older Americans
Month is celebrated
across the country

through ceremonies, events, fairs, and other such ac-
tivities.

For more information about Older Americans Month or
other related activities, please contact the Davis Senior Cen-
ter, 646 A Street, Davis, CA 95616, (530) 757-5696 or by e-
mail at: seniorservices@cityofdavis.org

The Davis Fire Department Public Education Pro-
gram is offering safety tips and suggestions for
the upcoming hot weather season.  

With all our outdoor activities and social gatherings,
Davisites sometimes forget that if not used properly,
barbecues can be dangerous.  Combining highly flam-
mable lighter fluid or propane with an open flame or
match can have disastrous effects.  Safety tips include:

■ Check your propane connections for cleanliness
and leakage prior to lighting

■Practice extra caution and follow directions when
using lighter fluid

■Consider alternate means of lighting coals without
using lighter fluid

■ Never bag and throw away your used
coals since they can smolder for days.

■Wet your used coals down in a met-
al container or the barbecue and then
keep them away from anything that
could possibly burn for several days;

■Keep children away from the coals
and never leave a barbecue unattended.

For home fire safety, inspect the outside of
your house.  Make sure all dry grass and flammable de-
bris have been cleared away from your home and re-
move the dry leaves and pine needles from the rain gut-
ters.  By taking the time to look for possible fire hazards,
you can handle problems in the best possible way...be-
fore they occur.

Another popular summer activity, especially with
children, is swimming in the pool. Unfortunately, a
drowning or other serious pool accident can occur in
the blink of an eye.  Please make sure that all pools are
fenced and locked so that a small child cannot gain ac-
cess.  Knowing where our children are at all times is an
extremely important adult supervision pool safety rule.
Other rules such as no running and diving in shallow
water can keep swimming both safe and fun for 
everyone.

With our intense Davis summer heat, we need to
adapt our lifestyles and work habits accordingly.  Anyone
can become vulnerable to the stresses of severe summer
heat.  Factors such as age, size, weight, duration of work
and other physical activities play a critical part in how
our bodies deal with the summer heat.  Heat stress can
rapidly become a medical emergency that can result in
death if not dealt with immediately.  Follow these
guidelines to help prevent heat stress emergencies:

■Drink plenty of water when working outside;
■Work earlier in the morning when it is cooler;
■Never, not even for a minute, leave children in cars

unattended;
■ Know the early signs of heat stress, such as dizzi-

ness, weakness and profuse
perspiration;

■Recognize the impor-
tance of cooling yourself
and not becoming over-
heated;

■ Prevent sunburn
with sunscreen and ap-
propriate cover ups and

clothing.
Summer is a time for en-

joyable outdoor activities.
Utilize these help-

ful hints to pre-
vent an emer-

gency.  Re-
member, pre-
vention is
the best way
to handle
any possible
emergency. 

Summer safetySummer safety Even in a community with tolerant
values and goodwill, conflicts can
arise between neighbors, between

businesses and customers and between
property owners/managers and ten-
ants. The Parks & Community Services
Community Mediation Service is avail-
able to help by providing a constructive
alternative to the costly legal system. 

Since over 50 percent of Davis hous-
ing is occupied by renters, it is no sur-
prise that owner/renter disputes top the
list of community mediation issues in
Davis. In order to be proactive in these
conflicts, the Community Mediation

Service offers resources to both owners
and renters to know their rights and re-
sponsibilities in fair housing. 

April was Fair Housing Month in
Davis, and the community reaffirmed its
commitment to Fair Housing and equal
access to housing free from discrimina-
tion. Special tenant information has been
posted on the city web pages and work-
shops have been held for property own-
ers and managers to discuss recent
changes in fair housing regulations.

Residents in need of fair housing and 
mediation services can contact the Commu-
nity Mediation Service at (530) 757-5623.

City Fair Housing
Program creates

community through
conflict resolution

Community mediators needed
for volunteer positions

Community Mediation Service (CMS) invites Davis
residents, or people who work or go to school in Davis to
apply for volunteer positions as Community Mediators.
Mediation has been successfully used in hundreds of
communities throughout the country to prevent and re-
solve conflicts.  CMS is a volunteer-based mediation pro-
gram administered by the City of Davis.  

CMS trains community volunteers to conduct media-
tions using a facilitative community mediation approach.
Using this technique, a panel of 2 or 3 mediators assists
disputing parties in clarifying issues, developing options,
and working out mutually agreeable resolutions.  The
CMS training program is 32 hours long.  Participants
must attend the entire training to be eligible for assign-
ment to CMS mediation panels.   

Volunteer information and application packets are
available at the CMS offices located in the Hunt Boyer
House at the corner of 2nd and E Streets in downtown
Davis at 604 Second Street.  To be considered for the Fall
2007 training, interested individuals should plan on at-
tending the information meeting on May 31 from 5:45 -
6:45 p.m. at the above location.  

For more information call (530) 757-5623.

National Senior Health & Fitness Day
Davis Senior Center
646 A Street, Davis

Wednesday, May 30, 2007

Seniors are invited to join
us on Wednesday, May
30 as we celebrate the

14th Annual National Senior
Health & Fitness Day.  The
common goal for this day is to
promote, encourage, and
help keep older Americans
healthy and fit.

This year’s event, “Step Up
To Health:  It Starts With
You!” will include various ex-
ercise demonstrations designed to improve strength, a
health expo, fitness walk, health education lectures, demon-
strations and videos and a healthy brunch, courtesy of Atria
Covell Gardens.  Activities will begin at 7:30 a.m. and contin-
ue throughout the day until approximately 3:00 p.m.  All
events are free except for a nominal $1.00 charge for the Fit-
ness Walk. Advance registration is required for the compli-
mentary brunch.

This event is presented by the Davis Senior Center in partner-
ship with the Mature Market Resource Center and the National
Recreation & Park Association.  For more information, please call
the Davis Senior Center at (530) 757-5696 or visit us online at:
www.cityofdavis.org/pcs/seniors

What kinds of
new housing
opportunities

should be made available
in Davis over the next six to

seven years? To address this
question, the Davis City Council has

initiated a General Plan / Housing Element update and
appointed a 15-member Steering Committee to lead the
update process. 

The Steering Committee represents many different ele-
ments of and viewpoints in the community. The update
will focus on creating the City’s next housing plan to ac-
commodate California housing requirements through
June 2013 and locally projected housing needs for Davis
through 2010. The primary focus of the Steering Commit-
tee will be to review and prioritize potential sites for resi-
dential development using city General Plan policies, city
council goals, and regional “smart growth” principles. 

Meetings of the Steering Committee are typically held
the second and fourth Thursday night of the month at the
Police Department at 2500 Fifth Street and are open to the
public. Two to three community workshops will be held
over the next seven months in order to gain feedback from
members of the community throughout this update
process. The first Community Workshop is tentatively
scheduled for the evening of May 17, 2007 at the Teen Cen-
ter on the corner of Third and B Streets.

For more information about the Steering Committee and the
project meeting schedule (including confirmation of the first com-
munity workshop date), please visit the city’s webpage for the
committee at: http://www.cityofdavis.org/cdd/GPUpdate/. For
any additional questions or comments, please contact city staff
members Bob Wolcott at rwolcott@cityofdavis.org  or 
(530) 757-5610 or Danielle Foster at dfoster@cityofdavis.org or
(530) 757-5691.

Housing element  
update

●

During the summer months, while many residents are
still sleeping, the city of Davis pool complexes – Arroyo,
Civic, and Community - are being maintained. Pool

maintenance begins as early as 4:00 a.m. during the summer to
ensure that pools are clean, safe and ready for the active hot
weather use.  The Manor Pool complex in Slide Hill Park is cur-
rently being renovated and will reopen for public use in 2008.

Daily pool maintenance includes safety checks, measuring
chemical levels, vacuuming each pool, cleaning bathrooms,

decks and pool strainers, and performing landscape maintenance.  Pool maintenance requires moni-
toring of many technical components of the pools. Clean, safe water is maintained, in part, by the use
of chemical controllers that continuously monitor and adjust the chlorine and pH levels. 

Did you Know…
■ City pool complexes contain eleven individual pools? 
■ City pools contain 1,092,000 gallons of water?
■ City pools create 30,000 square feet of pool surface?
■ City pools are surrounded by 75,000 square feet of deck?
■ City pools are trimmed with 1,800 lineal feet of pool tile – that’s a lot of tile to clean!
For questions about the maintenance of city pools, contact the Parks & Community Services Department at

(530) 757-5626.

Does this look familiar?  If
so you are one of over 500
households who took ad-

vantage of the best summer deal
in town last year — a city of Davis
swim pass!  By reusing your key

fob (the plastic city of Davis tag on
your key ring) you can save time
and avoid standing in line to re-
new your pass. 

To register, click on “Register” at:
www.cityofdavis.org/pcs/webreg
and renew the swim pass from
home. If you have already set up
your household online account to
take advantage of other activity or
class registration, just log on, click
“Shop” and “Pass Renewal” to re-
new each member’s key fob
which is accepted as your swim
pass.  

If you need to set up an online
account, give us a call during busi-
ness hours, Monday through 
Friday between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00
p.m.  If you didn’t save your fob,
you can purchase a new pass at
Arroyo Pool beginning April 28,
2007.

The Pool Maintenance Crew Supervisor, Ed Hunter, keeps the controllers calibrated and takes
measurements daily. The city strives to reduce the use and cost of pool chemicals while still
maintaining the highest public safety standards. Ed is a Certified Pool Operator with 32 years of
combined pool experience and has worked for the city for over five years.
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May 2007 is Older Americans Month

Arroyo Pool

Key to summer fun

May is Older
Americans

Month.

City pools:
Behind the
scenes


