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Contact Information
All area codes are (530) unless noted otherwise.
For garbage/recycling schedules or pick-up questions
Davis Waste Removal (DWR) www.DWRco.com...........................................756-4646

2727 Second Street, Davis, CA 95618 (between Cantrill and Peña Drives)
For solid waste, recycling, composting or other questions
Public Works Department www.DavisRecycling.org.......................................757-5686

1717 Fifth Street, Davis, CA 95616
Email....................................................................................pwweb@cityofdavis.org

For billing information
City of Davis Finance Department..................................................................757-5651
On-line payment...........................................................www.CityOfDavis.org/Payment
For hazardous waste questions
Used motor oil and filter recycling  www.RecycleUsedOil.com.........1-800-CLEAN-UP
Illegal dumping or a hazardous spill in progress......................................................911
Non-emergency questions on spills: (City of Davis Fire Department)............757-5684
Household Hazardous Waste Drop-off Days (Yolo County)............................666-8729
Business-related hazardous material storage/disposal........................(866)-714-8470
UC Davis and DJUSD recycling programs
UC Davis Waste Reduction and Recycling   Sustainability.UCDavis.edu......752-7456
Davis RISE (Recycling Is Simply Elementary)................www.DavisFarmToSchool.org 

Email..............................................................................info@davisfarmtoschool.org
Other useful phone numbers
Yolo County Central Landfill www.YoloCounty.org..........................................666-8729

44090 County Road 28H, Woodland, CA 95776
Yolo County Environmental Health.................................................................666-8646
CalRecycle, Beverage Container Recycling.......................................1-800-RECYCLE
CA Dept. of Toxic Substances Control..................................................1-800-72TOXIC
US Environmental Protection Agency, Region 9, Solid Waste..........1-866-EPA-WEST
Earth 911 recycling and hazardous waste disposal information........1-800-CLEAN-UP
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WHERE CAN I BRING MY RECYCLING?

Recycling is easy in Davis! 
Recycling pick-up service is free and available to all Davis 
Waste Removal customers, but if you want to bring your 
recyclables to a center, here are a few local options:
Davis Waste Removal (DWR)
DWR’s 24 hour recycling center (2727 2nd St.) accepts used 
motor oil & filters, cardboard, steel and aluminum cans, 
rigid plastic, plastics #1-#7, glass, paper and scrap metal 
for free recycling.  Call DWR at 756-4646 or visit 
www.DWRco.com for more information.
CRV Buyback Centers
Turn your recycling into money! Check your bottles and 
cans for CRV (California Refund Value) and bring them to a 
CRV Redemption Center for a refund: 
Aztlan Recycling, 400 Mace Blvd. 
Davis Waste Removal, 2727 2nd St., Mon-Fri 

9:30 a.m.- 2:00 p.m., Sat 8:00 a.m.- 4:00 p.m.
NexCycle at Save Mart, 1900 Anderson Rd.,   

call (909) 796-2210 for hours.
For information about the CRV program or buyback 
locations, call CalRecycle at 1-800-RECYCLE or 
visit www.BottlesAndCans.com. 
Yolo County Central Landfill (YCCL)
The landfill offers free recycling for plastic 
#1-#7, cans, household & car batteries, 
cardboard, used motor oil & filters, latex 
paint, glass, paper, electronics, and scrap 
metal. Call the landfill at 666-8729 for 
more information. Located at Road 104 
and Road 28H north of Davis, the landfill 
is open Mon-Sat 6:30 a.m.- 4:00 p.m. and 
Sun 9:00 a.m.- 5:00 p.m., closed New 
Year’s Day, Easter Sunday, Independence 
Day, Labor Day, Thanksgiving Day and 
Christmas Day. 
Construction and Demolition Materials
Construction and demolition materials 
can be brought to the Yolo County landfill 
where they will be sorted and recycled. Call 
the landfill for more information (666-8729). 

Now all rigid plastics #1 – #7 are accepted for recycling! 
This includes plastic items such as toys, clothes hangers, laundry baskets, crates, 

buckets, CD cases, flower pots, nursery trays, patio furniture, storage containers and 
other household items. Rigid plastics are stiff and rigid. 

NO film plastics, (e.g. plastic bags, film & wrap) and expanded polystyrene 
(e.g. STYROFOAMTM Brand Products, disposable foam food containers, etc.).

REMOVING RECYCLABLES FROM 
RECYCLING CARTS IS STEALING 

AND IS A VIOLATION OF CITY 
MUNICIPAL CODE 32.01.060.
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MIXED PAPERCONTAINERS

JUNK MAIL

#1 - #7 PLASTICS

CARDBOARD
Flatten and stack next to recycling carts 

(or place in cardboard bin, if present)

These materials can be placed in the Davis Waste Removal recycling carts:

NO GARBAGE

DAVIS WASTE REMOVAL

GLASS
ALUMINUM

PLASTIC
CANS

NO GARBAGE

DAVIS WASTE REMOVAL

PAPER
ONLY

MAGAZINES

MISC. 
PAPER

CEREAL 
BOXES

NEWSPAPER

STEEL, TIN AND ALUMINUM CANS, 
FOIL AND LIDS

GLASS

C 7564646

DO NOT PLACE TRASH IN THE RECYCLING CARTS!
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RECYCLING IN DAVIS IS EASY!
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HAT CAN I PUT IN THE RECYCLING CART?

RECYCLING IN DAVIS IS EASY!
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CONTAINERS
METAL CANS

 Cans must be empty
 Paper labels are OK
 aluminum cans
 tin/steel cans
 aluminum foil
 empty aerosol cans
 foil cake & pie pans
 metal lids & caps
 empty paint cans
NO
 scrap metals—bring to DWR drop off 

facility at 2727 2nd St., open 24 hours 
a day)

GLASS
 Containers must be empty
 Remove caps & lids, place in 

recycling cart
 Paper labels are OK
 food jars
 beverage glass bottles 
 all colors are OK
NO
 fluorescent bulbs/tubes
 window glass 
 glass dish ware 
 porcelain
 ceramic 

 auto glass
 light bulbs 
 mirrors

 Staples & glassine 
windows are OK

 Remove paper clips & 
clasps

 catalogs
 cereal boxes 
 egg cartons
 junk mail
 magazines

 multi-colored paper
 newspaper
 office and copy paper
 paper bags 
 paper towel tubes
 paperboard boxes 
 phone books
 shoe boxes
 receipts

NO
 juice/milk cartons
 paper towels & tissues
 plastic & wax coated 

paper
 photos & blueprints 
 mylar paper
 carbon & thermal fax 

paper

MIXED PAPER

CARDBOARD

PLASTIC #1 - #7 NO
 plastic bags
 plastic film & wrap
 expanded polystyrene   

(e.g. STYROFOAMTM Brand 
Foam, disposable foam 
food containers, etc.)

 electronics
 garden hoses & tires
 compostable "plastic" items 

(corn or potato starch, etc.)

 plastic lids & caps
 storage containers
 plastic food and 

beverage containers
 plastic buckets  
 plastic flowerpots
 plastic toys
 other misc. rigid  

plastic items

 Containers must be 
empty

 Remove caps & lids, 
place in recycling cart

 Paper labels are OK
 all rigid plastic #1-#7 

items (look for the 
recycling symbols 
on the bottom of the 
product)

NO
  waxed cardboard
  packing materials
  un-flattened boxes
  pizza boxes with grease or 

food stuck to them

  Remove all packing materials: packing 
peanuts, expanded polystyrene (e.g. 
STYROFOAMTM Brand Foam, etc.)

  Flatten large cardboard boxes and stack 
outside of the recycling cart

  Place small cardboard pieces in the cart



Household Hazardous Waste
Products purchased by the general public that may pose a hazard to human health 
or the environment are known as household hazardous waste (HHW). Common 
items may be hazardous because they exhibit one or more of these properties:
toxic: poisonous when ingested, inhaled or touched
flammable: easy to ignite
corrosive: eats away materials by chemical action
reactive: creates an explosion or generates deadly vapors

Electronics
Televisions, computer monitors  and 
microwaves are illegal to throw away in the 
trash. The Yolo County Central Landfill will 
accept these items for free every day during 
normal operating hours. Accepted items 
include: television & computer monitors, microwaves, 
cell phones, fax machines, printers, stereos, keyboards, vacuum 
cleaners, toasters, typewriters, VCRs, CPUs, CDs, DVDs, VHS 
tapes, cassette tapes, and more. There is a fee for appliances.

Batteries
Residents can recycle household batteries for free at these collection sites in Davis:

• CVS Pharmacy, 1550 E. Covell Blvd. and 1471 W. Covell Blvd.
• Davis Ace Hardware at 3rd & G Sts.
• Davis Senior Center, 646 A St.            
• Hibbert Lumber, 500 G St.
• Rite Aid, 655 Russell Blvd., and 2135 Cowell Blvd.

Please sort all batteries by type (alkaline, lithium and 
rechargeable) into SEPARATE plastic bags BEFORE bringing them to be recycled.

Cell Phones 
Cellular phones can be recycled at any cellular phone store. For locations where cell 
phones and rechargeable batteries are accepted, visit www.Call2Recycle.org.

Car Batteries
State law requires stores to accept your old car battery upon the purchase of a new 
battery. Car batteries can also be recycled for free at the Yolo County Central Landfill.

Used Motor Oil and Filters
Used motor oil and filters can be recycled for free at the sites listed below. Upon 
request, these sites will pay you 40¢ per gallon of used motor oil.  
    • Davisville Express Lube, 2014 Lyndell Terr., 753-7543

• Davis Waste Removal, 2727 Second St. (24 hours a day), 756-4646 
• Jiffy Lube, 1625 Research Park Dr., 297-7080  
• Kragen Auto Parts, 1681 Research Park Dr., 753-6755
• SpeeDee Oil Change and Tune-up, 2000 F St., 753-1633
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Alkaline
Batteries

Rechargeable
Batteries

Lithium
Batteries

Still not sure how to recycle something? Check out the City of Davis 
Recyclopedia at www.DavisRecycling.org.
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DOES YOUR BUSINESS GENERATE HAZARDOUS WASTE? 
Federal and State laws require all businesses who generate, store or accumulate 
hazardous waste to comply with regulations for proper treatment, storage 
and disposal of these wastes. One such way is through participation in the 
Conditionally Exempt Small Quantity Generator (CESQG) program at the Yolo 
County Central Landfill.
To dispose of hazardous waste as a CESQG, follow these steps: 
Step 1. Obtain an EPA ID #. Call the CA Dept. of Toxic Substances Control 
at 1-800-61-TOXIC or visit www.dtsc.ca.gov/IDmanifest. ID numbers are not 
required for businesses with universal waste only (batteries, fluorescent bulbs/
tubes and other miscellaneous mercury-containing items).
Step 2.	 Call 1-866-714-8470 to make an appointment to drop-off  the hazardous 
waste at the landfill. There is a fee based on the type and quantity of waste.

Visit www.YoloCounty.org for more information. 

Pre-paid mailer programs: Another option is purchasing collection boxes for 
fluorescent tubes, bulbs, ballast or batteries. The boxes are sold at a fixed price, 
which includes shipping and disposal costs. Once you fill the box with batteries 
or fluorescents, they are mailed off for proper disposal. To find a pre-paid mailer 
program, type “recycle fluorescent” or “recycle batteries” in a browser search bar.

Accepted items include:
• acids
• antifreeze
• automotive products
• brake/transmission fluid
• car and household 

batteries
• fire extinguishers
• floor and furniture 

cleaners
• fluorescent bulbs & 

tubes
• gasoline and other 

flammables
• household cleaners

• mercury thermostats
• mercury thermometers
• oil filters
• paint (oil and latex)
• pesticides and 

herbicides
• pharmaceuticals
  (non-controlled)
• poisons
• pool chemicals
• propane canisters
• solvents
• syringes
• used motor oil
• and more!

Free Household Hazardous Waste Drop-Off Events
Every Friday and Saturday 7:30 a.m. — 3:30 p.m. 

at the Yolo County Central Landfill.
(for Yolo County residents only—no business waste)

Still not sure how to recycle something? Check out the 
City of Davis Recyclopedia at www.DavisRecycling.org.

Scan the QR code to the left with your smart phone. 
Data rates may apply.

Senior and disabled residents 
who are unable to drive may call 

(866) 714-8470 to schedule a free pick 
up of their hazardous waste materials.
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YARD MATERIAL COLLECTION
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NOT OK
•  grass clippings
•  brush
•  leaves
•  prunings 
•  weeds
•  discarded floral    
   displays
•  indoor plants
•  Christmas trees
•  branches less than 

8” in diameter

•  fruit & vegetables
•  food scraps
•  sod & soil
•  pet waste
•  concrete
•  flowerpots
•  florist’s wire & foam
•  stumps
•  lumber
•  branches more than 

8” in diameter

OK

Streets are swept once a week, usually the day after yard material has been picked 
up. The downtown area receives street sweeping twice a week. To maximize 
sweeping efforts, cars should be moved off the street and into driveways so 
that the areas near the curb can be cleaned. 

Place yard materials loose (no bags) in piles at 
your curb. DWR collects yard materials once a 
week and will pick up yard material piles that 
are located immediately adjacent to a property. 
Do not place yard material piles across the 
street or around the corner from your property—
they will not be picked up. 
To make disposal of yard material easy for 
you and safe for others, please follow these 
guidelines:
•  Place yard material on the street as close to 

your scheduled pick-up date as possible.
•  Place yard material 18” from the curb or 

gutter. 
•  Do not park or drive over yard materials. 
•  Do not place yard materials in front of fire 

hydrants, driveways or storm drain inlets.
•  YARD MATERIAL PILES SHOULD NOT BE 

LARGER THAN 5’ IN ANY DIRECTION.
•  BIKE LANES SHOULD NEVER 

BE BLOCKED. This may mean 
that your pile cannot be 5 feet wide 
if it obstructs the bike lane. Please 
be aware that yard material piles 
can cause cyclists to crash by 
slipping or getting branches stuck 
in their wheel spokes; due to their 
low profile and non-uniform size, 
cyclists may not see the piles until 
they come upon them, especially in the absence of street lighting. 

Yard material placement—
single-striped bike lane.

Yard material placement—
double-striped bike lane.

STREET SWEEPING

For street sweeping, yard 
waste and curbside 

pick-up schedules, visit 
www.DavisRecycling.org.
Scan the QR code to the 

right with your smart phone. 
Data rates may apply.



Curbside residential garbage and recycling 
collection is an automated dual cart 
system. The default sizes are one 95 
gallon garbage cart and one 64 gallon 
split-recycling cart. Call Davis Waste 
Removal (DWR) at 756-4646 for a different 
size (35 or 65 gallon) or an additional trash 
container (extra charge will apply).  An 
additional split-recycling cart is available 
upon request at no extra charge.
Curbside trash and recycling collection take place 
once a week. 
•  Place the containers’ wheels in the street, against the curb, 

with the cart opening facing the street no earlier than 5 p.m prior to pick-up day. 
•  All trash and recycling must be inside the carts and the lids must close.  
•  The carts should be 3 feet apart and at least 3 feet from parked vehicles. 
•  Keep yard waste piles, vehicles and other objects away from the front of the carts 

so that the trucks can reach them. 
•  Do not place your trash or recycling cart underneath portable basketball hoops—

DWR trucks may not be able to empty your carts if they are placed underneath. 
•  Do not block the bike lane or sidewalk.
 WHEELS AGAINST THE CURB
 OPENING FACING THE STREET
 3 FEET AWAY FROM PARKED 

VEHICLES
 DO NOT BLOCK THE BIKE LANE 

OR SIDEWALK
Collection starts at 7 a.m. Per city code, 
carts must be removed from the street 
no later than 7 a.m. the day after pick 
up. 
Cardboard will be picked up by a 
separate DWR truck if it is flattened 
and stacked next to the recycling cart. 
Do not force large pieces of cardboard 
into the recycling cart.
DWR operates as usual on all holidays 
except Christmas and New Year’s Day. 
Please call DWR (756-4646) if you have 
any questions. 
REMOVING RECYCLABLES FROM 
RECYCLING CARTS IS STEALING AND IS 
A VIOLATION OF CITY MUNICIPAL CODE 
32.01.060.
Discourage recycling theft by placing your 
recycling cart out the morning of pick up instead 
of the night before.

For more collection information 
and to find out when your trash 
and recycling is collected, visit 

www.DavisRecycling.org.

CURBSIDE RECYCLING
CURBSIDE RECYCLING   

8



Don’t throw your profits out in the trash! 
Recycling service is free with regular trash service 
in Davis. This means that you may be able to save 
money on your garbage bill if you recycle more 
and decrease the amount of trash you produce. 
Want some help?
The City of Davis Public Works Recycling Program offers free recycling assessments 
for all Davis businesses.  By looking at the type of waste you produce and your 
business set-up, they can offer suggestions and advice about how to reduce your 
waste, increase your recycling and save you money. Call the City Recycling Program 
at 757-5686 to set up an appointment.
Recycling is easy as 1, 2, 3!
These easy and essential steps can help you set up 
and maintain a successful recycling program at your 
business. 
1)  Easy to see  Recycling should be convenient and 

obvious.  Easy-to-read labels are extremely important. 
Consider purchasing clear containers that allow people to 
see what can be placed inside.  Specialized lids that limit 
what can be placed inside can further reduce contamination of recyclables. 

2)  Easy to find  Place a recycling container next to each garbage receptacle to 
prevent recyclables from ending up in the trash.  Be sure the trash and recycling 
containers are clearly labeled. 
Place paper recycling bins next to desks, copy machines, printers, fax 
machines and mailboxes. Place recycling bins for bottles and cans in break 
rooms, near vending machines and near refrigerators.

3)  Easy to remember  Let your staff know where your recycling containers are 
and encourage them to place recyclables in the proper place. Integrate recycling 
information into your new employee training and have quick recycling reminders 
during staff meetings.BU
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Got Labels?
If you are in need of some 
recycling labels or posters, 
contact the Public Works 

Department (757-5686). Labels 
for “Plastic”, “Glass”, “Cans” 

and “Paper” are available 
for free, as well as a variety 
of posters that encourage 

recycling and waste reduction.
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Is your business good at being green? Be recognized for it! 
Partners for a Greener Davis is a green business program that recognizes Davis 
businesses that operate in an environmentally friendly fashion. Green Business 
Partners receive recognition in the community via certificate, window placard, and free 
local media. Visit www.CityOfDavis.org/pw/GreenPartners for more information.

You can get a free 
recycling bin from 

California’s Beverage 
Container Recycling 

Program. Visit 
www.BottlesAndCans.com 
and fill out a simple online 
request form to get a free 
recycling kit with posters, 

recycling labels and a 
recycling bin.

REMOVING RECYCLABLES 
FROM RECYCLING CARTS 

IS STEALING AND IS 
A VIOLATION OF CITY 

MUNICIPAL CODE 32.01.060.

BUSINESS RECYCLING



If you live in an apartment community with 
ten or more units, you receive communal 
recycling service. Recycling carts are 
located in or near the trash enclosures. 
Most apartment properties have two carts: 
one for mixed paper and one for containers 
(plastic, glass and cans). Please do not 
place trash in the recycling carts. 
Cardboard
To recycle large cardboard boxes, flatten 
and stack them next to the recycling carts. 
Cardboard can make up a large portion 
of the waste stream. Please recycle your 
cardboard boxes! 
Recycle your junk mail
Did you know that all your unwanted mail is recyclable? 
Newspapers, advertisements, envelopes and more—it 
can all be recycled with regular paper. If you do not have 
a paper recycling container next to your mailbox, you 
can ask your manager to request an additional paper 
recycling cart from Davis Waste Removal for free.
Are you moving out?
 Please don’t throw your unwanted furniture and 
household items in the trash! Consider donating your 
unwanted stuff to a thrift store or charity. See the reuse 
information on pages 13-14 of this guide or go online to www.DavisRecycling.org 
and check out our Recyclopedia, where you can find out how to reuse and recycle over 
200 different items.

The iBIN 

iBIN Recycling!
HAVE YOU BEEN RECYCLING?

WITH MY iN-APARTMENT RECYCLING BIN

Thanks to grants from CalRecycle, the City of 
Davis has provided apartments in Davis with an 
iBIN (an in-apartment recycling bin). The iBINs 
should be used to collect recycling in apartments. 
When the iBIN is full, bring it to the community 
recycling carts and sort the recyclables into the 
proper cart—paper in one cart, glass, plastic 
and cans in the other. Please remember that the 
iBINs are the property of the City of Davis. If an 
apartment resident moves, the iBIN should 
be left behind for the next resident. Managers 
may charge a replacement fee if the iBIN is lost or 
stolen.
If you do not have an iBIN in your apartment, ask your apartment manager. If they do 
not have any extra iBIN, contact the Recycling Program at pwweb@cityofdavis.org or 
call 757-5686.

APARTMENT RECYCLING
APARTMENT RECYCLING

10
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Why Compost?
Composting is a means of using natural decomposing processes to turn kitchen and 
yard wastes into a nutrient-rich soil supplement for your yard or garden.  Returning 
organic matter to the land perpetuates natural biological cycles and is an ecologically 
sensible means of using organic wastes.  It also has the potential to divert a 
significant amount of waste from our landfill.  If proper composting techniques are 
followed, composting can require very little work and be odor and rodent free.
What Can I Compost?
Grass clippings, weeds, plants, flowers, chopped twigs, tree 
leaves, prunings, hay straw, sawdust, wood chips, fruits and 
vegetables, coffee grounds and filters, paper towels, tea 
bags, egg and nut shells, bread, grains, pasta, legumes, 
houseplants, etc. Food scraps MUST be buried deep in the 
pile and should NEVER be placed on top of the pile. Do NOT 
place these materials in your compost pile:  meat, fish, bones, 
dairy products, grease, fat, oil, pet feces, “compostable” 
diapers, invasive weeds, badly diseased plants and large 
branches. 
Essentials of Composting
There are four essential factors for maintaining a healthy and 
active compost pile:
1. Aeration:  A compost pile should be turned every one to 

two weeks so that it remains aerobic (oxygenated).  If it's 
not turned regularly, a pile may become anaerobic (lacking 
oxygen), decomposition will slow down and it will begin to 
emit foul-smelling odors.  Chop materials into small pieces 
to enhance airflow and increase surface area.

2. Temperature:  The higher the temperature of the pile, 
the more rapid the decomposition rates.  A “hot” compost 
pile can reach over 105° Fahrenheit.  A pile that is smaller 
than 1 yard in any dimension will usually have insufficient 
internal volume to maintain high temperatures.

3. Moisture Content:  The pile should be kept moist but not 
soggy.  If the pile is too wet, water will fill up the air spaces 
and the pile will become anaerobic.  

4. Carbon-Nitrogen Balance:  Wet or “green” materials 
such as fresh grass clippings tend to be higher in nitrogen 
than “brown” carbon-rich materials, such as dry leaves and 
yard materials.  Try to maintain a balance of 2/3 carbon-rich 
materials and 1/3 nitrogen-rich materials in the compost pile.  

Harvesting your compost: The pile should start producing 
finished compost in about 3 months. Dry finished compost in 
the sun for a few days before spreading in the garden. 
Learn more: Davis residents in single-family homes may sign up at any time for a 
free compost correspondence class. After signing up, a packet of information will be 
mailed to you. Review the material, then complete and return the enclosed quiz to 
the Public Works Department. You will be notified when you can pick up an easily-
transported compost bin (while supplies last). Contact Public Works at 757-5686 or 
pwweb@cityofdavis.org for a compost correspondence class packet.



Worm Composting
Let worms feed on your fruit and vegetable trimmings and 
decompose them for you. Drill or punch 1/16 inch diameter 
drain holes in the bottom of a plastic storage tote and fill 
with shredded, moistened newspaper. Bury food scraps in 
the bedding and add composting worms (available at some 
garden stores). Once the worms eat all the food scraps, bury more scraps in a 
different corner of the bin. To harvest the compost, put your worms on a diet for two 
weeks, then feed them on one side of the bin. Remove the compost from the other 
side of the bin and place in a pile on a flat surface. When the worms move to the 
bottom of the pile, scrape off the compost and put the worms back in the bin. Dry 
the compost out in the sun and screen out any un-composted scraps.
In-Ground Composting
A very simple way to compost your food scraps is to bury them in your garden. 
Dig a hole or trench about 12 inches deep. Add 2 to 3 inches of food scraps 
and mix the scraps into the soil the bottom of the hole. Cover the food scraps 
with at least 8 inches of soil to keep pests out. Check occasionally for signs 
of digging by rodents, dogs or other pests. Food scraps may take from 1 
to 6 months to decompose, depending on the season, moisture, soil and 
the type of food scraps that are buried. Do not bury 
more food scraps in the same place until the first 
scraps have been fully composted.
Composting with a Food Digester
One of the simplest ways to compost food waste is 
in a food digester. You can make your own using a 
32 gallon galvanized garbage can with a tight-fitting 
lid. Drill or punch 1/4 inch drain holes in the bottom 
and lower 1/3 of the can. Dig a hole at least 15 
inches deep in a well-drained area of your yard and 
set the can into the hole—none of the drilled holes 
should be visible above the soil. Push the soil back 
in around the sides.  The food digester is ready!  Collect food scraps in the kitchen, 
and place the scraps in your food digester as needed. Once the digester is full, the 
compost can be harvested. Remove the upper foot or so of un-composted food and 
shovel the dark, soil-like compost out of the bottom. Watch out for the jagged metal 
around drainage holes. Lay the finished compost in the sun to dry. 

The can 
should be 1/3 
to 1/2 buried 
in the soil—
none of the 
drilled holes 
should be 
visible above 
the soil.

These three food scrap composting methods are ONLY for composting fruit and 
vegetable trimmings, bread, rice, pasta, tea bags, coffee grounds, coffee filters 

and other such materials. Please do NOT attempt to compost meat, fish, poultry, 
dairy products, pet waste or greasy food through these methods. These items can 

attract pests and cause problems during composting. 

Grasscycling Instead of hauling your grass clippings to the curb, leave them on the 
lawn as a fertilizer. If you are thinking about purchasing a new lawn mower, consider 
buying a self-mulching mower. These mowers chop grass clippings finely so that they 
can readily decompose into your lawn. Mulch mowers are available locally 
and come in a wide variety of styles and brands. Mower conversion kits 
are also available for some brands of mowers. 
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RECYCLE by turning your old items into new ones. Help us save resources and 
prevent waste by practicing the other R's:
REDUCE: Stop waste in the first place. Buy products in bulk and with less packaging.
REUSE: Find a new use for your old items instead of throwing them in the trash.
REBUY: Buy items made from recycled material to increase the demand for recycling.

REDUCE
Part of being a good neighbor is reducing the amount of garbage you produce. The 
State of California’s goal is to eventually achieve zero waste—recycling virtually 
everything with nothing going into landfills. In order to make that happen, we need to 
start reducing how much waste we produce.    
Waste Reduction Tips
   Bring your own bag when you shop. 
   Select products with the least wasteful packaging.
   Use washable mugs and containers instead of paper cups and plastic baggies. 
   Use both sides of a sheet of paper and then recycle it.
   Pack your lunch in a reusable cloth bag or lunch box.
   Use sturdy, washable utensils and dishes for picnics and outdoor parties.   
   Use a sponge or dishcloth instead of a paper towel.
   Use rechargeable batteries or an AC adaptor whenever possible. 
   Before throwing a product away, check into repair and warranty options.
   Buy concentrates, returnables and products in bulk.
   Reuse plastic bags to line small garbage cans. 

REUSE
UC Davis Bargain Barn - The Bargain Barn sells excess and surplus equipment to 
campus departments and to the public. Call 752-2145 for more information. 
Davis Enterprise - Items can be listed in the “free section” for 3 days at no cost.
Reusable Products Days - Often reusable items are turned in at the household 
hazardous waste days. Check out the landfill during a Household Hazardous Waste 
Drop-Off day to get free reusable household products like paints, household cleaners, 
fertilizers, etc.
Thrift Stores - Local thrift stores are an excellent place to donate a wide variety of 
reusable goods. Please call individual stores to verify drop-off times and locations, as 
well as if they currently accept the items you wish to donate.

Just Kidding, 213 F Street (753-8687)
L Street Furniture, 421 L Street (758-1833)
R & R Thrift, 1640 E. 8th Street (759-9648)
Tots Trade Center, 515 G Street (400-5922)
Yolo County SPCA Thrift Store, 920 3rd Street (758-0544)

Internet Groups - Post items you would like to sell or give away on sites such as 
www.Sacramento.Craigslist.org, www.FreeCycle.org, or the California Materials 
Exchange, www.CalMax.org.

THE OTHER R’S
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Below is a partial list of local groups and the materials they accept for donation. 
Please call individual groups for more information and to verify if they can currently 
accept the items you wish to donate. For more reuse options, visit the City of Davis 
Recyclopedia at www.DavisRecycling.org. 

Moving Guide- Reuse as you relocate!
To be a good neighbor even as you move, try to minimize the amount of trash you 
throw away. When you are unpacking it can be challenging to deal with all that “extra 
stuff.” Please recycle and reuse all that you possibly can.

  Moving Boxes Recycle: Flatten and stack next to the recycling cart.
  Styrofoam Peanuts and Bubble Wrap Reuse: Bag peanuts securely and take 

peanuts and bubble wrap to The UPS Store (1411 W. Covell Blvd. and 140 B 
St.), Parcel Dispatch PDQ (216 F St.), Postmark’s (417 Mace Blvd.) or Pak 
Mail (1520 E Covell Blvd.). Do not place these items in the recycling cart.

  Newspaper and Packing Paper Recycle: Place in recycling cart with paper.

Organization Materials Accepted
Davis Community Meals (756-4008)	 furniture, household goods, food
Habitat for Humanity (668-4301) building materials, tools
Progress Ranch Treatment Services for Children 
(753-2566)

boys clothes & shoes, household 
goods

International House, Davis (753-5007) kitchen and dining goods
Short Term Emergency Aid Committee (758-5444) clothes, shoes, baby diapers, food
Sexual Assault & Domestic Violence Center 
(661-6336) 

baby supplies, non-perishable food, 
personal care products & cell phones

The Davis Enterprise (756-0800) rubber bands & plastic rain bags
Woodland Toy Library (666-2918) toys

Yolo Community Care Continuum (758-2160) automobiles, linens, furniture, pots & 
pans, washing machines/dryers

Yolo County Public Library (757-5593) books, magazines, CDs & DVDs
Many dry cleaners and thrift stores clothes hangers
Some nurseries/growers at farmers market flowerpots/trays, strawberry baskets

REBUY
Buy Recycled Products and “Close the Loop”
The recycling loop is incomplete until recycled materials are re-manufactured into 
products and purchased by consumers. That's why it is important to “buy recycled.” 
Products made from recycled materials 
consume less energy, use fewer or no raw 
materials and sometimes cost less. Recycled 
material can be used to make paper products, 
playground equipment, clothing, jewelry, building 
materials and more! Check out the green gift 
guide at www.GreenGiftGuide.com.

REUSE AND REBUY
THE OTHER R’S

14


