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Water Conservation
Using water carefully is important at any 
time. Here are some basic guidelines to help 
you practice efý cient water use. Focusing on 
reducing your water use can result in costs 
saving on your utility bill.

Leak detection
Leaks can be the biggest water waster of 
all. If you feel your water use is high, you 
can request assistance from the Public 
Works Department by calling 757-5686. 
Public Works staff will determine if there is a 
leak on your property and in most cases can 
quantify water losses.
Check for toilet tank leaks by adding food 
coloring to the tank. If the toilet is leaking, 
color will appear in the toilet bowl within 
30 minutes (þ ush as soon as the test is 
done, since food coloring may stain tank). 
Check the toilet for worn out, corroded or 
bent parts. Most replacement parts are            
inexpensive, readily available, and easily 
installed.   

In the bathroom:
Install a toilet dam or displacement         
device (bag or bottle ý lled with water) to 
cut down on the amount of water needed 
for each þ ush. Make sure installation does 
not interfere with operating parts. 
When replacement is necessary, install    
water-saving faucets or þ ow restrictors. 
When toilet replacement is necessary,      
replace with water efý cient 1.6 gallon or 
less per þ ush models.

In the kitchen:
 Kitchen sink disposals require lots of water 
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to operate properly. Start a compost pile as 
an alternate method of disposing of food 
waste. 
Operate dishwashers only when full.
Hand scrape dishes before loading into the 
dishwasher.
Soak dirty pots and pans instead of cleaning 
with running water.

Outdoor water use:
A typical 
property 
could save 
more than 
50,000 
gallons of 
water each 
year through    
improved 
lawn 
irrigation 
practices.

Water lawns during the early morning hours 
when temperatures and wind speed are the 
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