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Buy Recycled-Content
Products and 

Close the Loop!

This year, why not make a New Years resolu-
tion thatôs good for your pocketbook and the 
environmentðpurchase recycled-content prod-
ucts!

Although important, recycling is more than just 
dropping off cans, bottles and newspapers at 
the nearest recycling center. Diverting recycla-
bles from the waste stream is the ý rst of three 
steps in the recycling process. The second step 
occurs when companies use these recyclables 
to manufacture new products. Finally, the third 
step occurs when you, the consumer, purchase 
the products made from the recovered materi-
als.

The recycling loop is incomplete until recycled 
materials are re-manufactured into products 
and bought by consumers. Therefore it is im-
portant to ñbuy recycled.ò Products made from 
recycled materials consume less energy, use 
fewer or no raw materials and sometimes cost 
less. There are thousands of manufacturers 
and retailers offering great products made 
from recycled materials. Some examples of 
products made from recycled beverage con-
tainers are: aluminum baseball bats, plastic 
playground equipment, backpacks, T-shirts, þ ip 
þ ops, etc.

The important thing to know when you want to 
buy a recycled product is how much post con-
sumer material is used. Post consumer refers 
to material the public has used (not just manu-
facturing scraps) and then recycled. Look for a 

percentage of recycled content to be shown, 
e.g. 50%, and then for what part of the re-
sidual content, e.g. 10% is post consumer. 
The higher the number, the better. 

Many organizations, such as the City of Da-
vis, have instituted procurement policies for 
recycled products. This means that the City 
places a priority on the purchase of products 
made with recycled materials when they are 
available. 

Your business may want to consider doing 
something similar and adopting a Environ-
mentally Preferable Purchasing (EPP) policy. 
Environmentally preferable purchasing 
means the procurement or acquisition of 
goods and services that have a reduced ef-
fect on human health and the environment 
when compared with competing goods or 
services that serve the same purpose. This 
comparison takes into consideration raw 
materials acquisition, production, manufac-
turing, packaging, distribution, reuse, opera-
tion, maintenance, disposal, energy efý cien-
cy, product performance, durability, safety, 
the needs of the purchaser, and cost.

Visit the California Integrated Waste Man-
agement Boardôs website for more informa-
tion on starting your own EPP: www.ciwmb.
ca.gov/EPP. 




