Apartment Move-Out Waste Reduction Program (AMOWRP)

Every year the City of Davis Recycling Program teams up with
apartment managers to encourage reuse of items and reduce the
amount of waste generated during the yearly August move-out. Davis
Recycling staff sets up donation stations at participating apartment
properties and residents donate usable items they no longer want or
need. Local non-proyt groups and other apartment residents stop by
and take items they want. The end result is that good, usable items
are kept out of the trash.

How the Program Works:

Near the end of August, City recycling program staff will set up
donation stations using caution tape and trafyc cones to mark the
boundaries of the station. Each participating property may have 1 or 2
donation stations, depending on the number of residents moving out,
the available space, and the managers preference. Blue Clearstream
frames are set up in the station to collect clothes, shoes and linens.
During the AMOWRP, City recycling program staff will stop by the
donation stations to collect the bags for donation to local non-proyt
groups.

If volunteers and apartments are both willing to do a little extra work,
non-perishable food can be collected using boxes placed in the
apartment club house or laundry room. Once the boxes are full, either
apartment staff or volunteers take the food to the Yolo County Food
Bank or other non-proyt.

During turnover, most large apartment properties rent large 40 yard
dumpsters. Be sure to always leave the front end of the dumpster
clear of donated items so that Davis Waste Removal can pick it up
whenever itis full. Be careful not to lean things against the dumpster!
These large dumpsters are intended to be for mattresses and other
large furniture items, NOT for regular household trash. During the
move-out program, City Recycling Program staff will place signs on
the large dumpsters asking that residents not place their household
trash in the dumpsters. Since the large dumpsters can sit for days
before they are emptied, kitchen waste inside can become very of-
fensive.

Items that are left in the donation station are fiup for grabso for
whoever wants to take them. Non-proyt groups usually are only
interested in certain items and require them to be in good condition.
We encourage residents who live at the apartments and our
volunteers to help themselves to whatever is left in a donation station.

A donation station that was trashed by residents in a hurry to move out.

We do not want to have good, usable items going into the landyll!

However, we DO NOT advertise to the public where these donation
stations are, nor do we encourage the general public to come and
help themselves. These stations are set up on private property and
there are liability issues with encouraging people to show up and take
whatever they want.

That being said, we do not usually discourage fiscavengerso who are
taking things from a donation station. Most local residents already
know about the imove-out madnessd in Davis and have seen all the
furniture that is left behind every year. As a result, many people drive
around the city from property to property gathering up furniture and
other items. Scavengers will come onto the property whether we set
up a donation station or not.

It is very important that the donation stations remain tidy. If a donation
station is messy and unkept the apartment managers may not want to
participate in the program the next year.

By ourselves, the City Recycling Program staff cannot keep track of
all the donation stations throughout the City®we need the help of
volunteers to help us keep an eye on donation stations to make sure
that they stay neat and tidy. Volunteers are important for this program
to be successful!!







