
ORDINANCE NO. 2509

AN ORDINANCE ADDING CHAPTER 21 TO THE DAVIS MUNICIPAL CODE TO

ESTABLISH PERMITTING AND REGULATORY REQUIREMENTS FOR OPERATION
OF COMMERCIAL CANNABIS BUSINESSES

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Davis adopted Urgency Ordinance No. 2488 to establish
an interim moratorium in all zoning districts on the establishment, creation or expansion of any and
all marijuana uses and all marijuana cultivation; and

WHEREAS, the City Council, by Ordinance No. 2492 extended the moratorium until July 4, 2017 so
as to allow City staff to conduct public outreach and develop recommendations regarding
commercial marijuana businesses and appropriate regulations; and

WHEREAS, the City Council, by Ordinance No. 2497, amended the City's Zoning Code regarding
indoor personal cultivation of marijuana in light of the Adult Use of Marijuana Act, approved and
enacted by the voters at the November 8, 2016 General Election, and to authorize certain limited
outdoor personal cultivation of marijuana, and to begin using the word "cannabis" in place of
"marijuana" in the Municipal Code; and

WHEREAS, the City Council, by Ordinance No. 2503, amended the City's Zoning Code to authorize
certain commercial cannabis manufacturing, testing, research and distribution businesses in the City,
subject to reasonable zoning regulations that are consistent with existing zoning practices in the City,
so that cannabis manufacturing, testing, research and distribution activities occur in zones which
already allow for such uses consistent with existing performance standards and levels of planning
review; and

WHEREAS, this Ordinance establishes the general permitting process required for operation of
commercial cannabis businesses in the City authorized by the City's Zoning Code, imposes
reasonable regulations and permit conditions on such businesses to ensure safe operation in the City,
and authorizes the City Council to establish reasonable fees for the administration and enforcement
of the commercial cannabis business permit program; and

WHEREAS, this Ordinance further establishes the specific permit application requirements, permit
conditions, and other regulatory requirements for operation of commercial cannabis manufacturing,
testing, research and distribution businesses in the City (hereafter, "non-retail cannabis businesses");
and

WHEREAS, the City Council finds that the cannabis business permitting requirements and process
established by this Ordinance protect the public health, safety and welfare and mitigate potential
adverse impacts through restrictions on public access to non-retail cannabis businesses and
development of adequate security measures and business plans that account for community relations
and neighborhood responsibility; and

WHEREAS, this Ordinance merely establishes regulatory requirements and permitting of certain
commercial cannabis uses authorized and regulated in the City's Zoning Code, including non-retail
cannabis businesses, and does not independently authorize the establishment or operation of any new
or particular cannabis business or use; and
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