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21201. (a)  No person shall operate a bicycle on a roadway unless it is equipped with
a brake that will enable the operator to make one braked wheel skid on dry, level,
clean pavement.

(b)  No person shall operate on the highway a bicycle equipped with handlebars
so raised that the operator must elevate his or her hands above the level of his or her
shoulders in order to grasp the normal steering grip area.

(c)  No person shall operate upon a highway a bicycle that is of a size that prevents
the operator from safely stopping the bicycle, supporting it in an upright position with
at least one foot on the ground, and restarting it in a safe manner.

(d)  A bicycle operated during darkness upon a highway, a sidewalk where bicycle
operation is not prohibited by the local jurisdiction, or a bikeway, as defined in Section
890.4 of the Streets and Highways Code, shall be equipped with all of the following:

(1)  A lamp emitting a white light that, while the bicycle is in motion, illuminates
the highway, sidewalk, or bikeway in front of the bicyclist and is visible from a
distance of 300 feet in front and from the sides of the bicycle.

(2)  A red reflector or a solid or flashing red light with a built-in reflector on the
rear that shall be visible from a distance of 500 feet to the rear when directly in front
of lawful upper beams of headlamps on a motor vehicle.

(3)  A white or yellow reflector on each pedal, shoe, or ankle visible from the front
and rear of the bicycle from a distance of 200 feet.

(4)  A white or yellow reflector on each side forward of the center of the bicycle,
and a white or red reflector on each side to the rear of the center of the bicycle, except
that bicycles that are equipped with reflectorized tires on the front and the rear need
not be equipped with these side reflectors.

The reflectors and reflectorized tires shall be of a type meeting requirements
established by the department.

(e)  A lamp or lamp combination, emitting a white light, attached to the operator
and visible from a distance of 300 feet in front and from the sides of the bicycle, may
be used in lieu of the lamp required by paragraph (1) of subdivision (d).

(Amended by Stats. 2015, Ch. 549, Sec. 2.  (AB 28)  Effective January 1, 2016.)
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