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Ralph Washington Jr., a first-year Ph.D. entomology student, asks Chancellor Linda Katehi at Tuesday’s office hours 
at the UC Davis Coffee House whether the university could acquire a supercomputer for data analyses and other 
projects. He said the subject was discussed at a recent Graduate Student Association meeting. 

The chancellor will see you now
Katehi hears from 
UCD students at 
weekly office hours
By Tanya Perez
ENTERPRISE STAFF WRITER

When a UC Davis student wants to 
talk over issues with Chancellor 
Linda Katehi, he or she generally can 
find the chancellor hosting office 
hours in the Memorial Union Coffee 
House on Tuesdays from 12:15 to 
1:15 p.m.

For the past year or so, Katehi has 
met with students in the casual 
setting to discuss whatever needs 
discussing.

This past Tuesday’s session was at 
times productive and insightful; at 
other times, the rapport was more 
contentious and repetitive.

Aside from the chancellor and her 
chief of staff Karl Engelbach, in 
attendance on Tuesday were Ralph 
Washington Jr., a first-year Ph.D. 
entomology student; Kabir Kapur, a 
fifth-year political science student; 
Naftali Moed, a third-year environ-
mental policy and planning student 

and the chancellor’s student assis-
tant; and Elly Oltersdorf, a second-
year history student.

A couple of other students dropped 
in throughout the hour, including 
fourth-year graduate student Alberto 
Valdivia, but it was more to listen 
than to discuss.

After introductions, Kapur started 
the session with a budget issue; he 
wants it to be easily accessible and 
transparent to the students. Moed 
offered that the university’s 2020 
Initiative should make the budget 
more transparent.

Suit claims 
autistic girl 
molested on 
school bus
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Attorney Joseph C. George, left, and his clients, 
William and Emily Gutierrez of Davis, meet the 
media Wednesday morning. The Gutierrezes 
believe their autistic daughter was molested.

By Lauren Keene
ENTERPRISE STAFF WRITER

SACRAMENTO — The parents of an autistic 
Birch Lane Elementary School student have filed a 
civil lawsuit against the Davis and Woodland school 
districts, claiming school officials were negligent in 
their employment of a bus driver who was accused
of molesting the 6-year-old girl back in 2010.

The former bus driver also is named as a defen-
dant in the complaint, which was filed Feb. 13 in 
Yolo Superior Court. His alleged conduct was the 
subject of a lengthy investigation by Davis police 
and the Yolo County District Attorney’s Office, but 
no charges were filed due to insufficient evidence.

William and Emily Gutierrez of Davis, the girl’s 
parents, appeared at a news conference Wednesday 
at the offices of their attorney, Joseph C. George, 
saying they want to make other families aware of 
the allegations and urge them to report any 

City honors teens for courage, service
By Anne Ternus-Bellamy
ENTERPRISE STAFF WRITER

If it takes a village to raise a child, then 
surely it takes a village to make sense of the 
seemingly senseless, violent death of one.

That’s what the community of Davis 
attempted to do back in 1992 when 14-year-
old Andrew Mockus, then a student at 
Holmes Junior High School, was beaten, 
robbed of $2 and pushed into a moving train 
by several other youths.

Stunned, the city responded by conducting 
public forums to try to uncover the issues 
facing Davis teens and how the city could do 

Davis Shakespeare Festival producers announce two shows for summer
By Jeff Hudson
ENTERPRISE STAFF WRITER

The Davis Shakespeare Festival, which 
made its debut last summer, plans two 
shows for its upcoming summer season, 
which will run from June 25 through Aug. 
2 at the Veterans’ Memorial Theater in 
Davis.

The popular Shakespeare comedy 
“Twelfth Night” will be paired with the 
1985 musical “The Mystery of Edwin 
Drood,” which is based on the novel that 
Charles Dickens was writing at the time of 
his death in 1870.

Auditions will take place on March 22 in 
San Francisco, and March 23 in Davis; go 
to the festival website (www.shakes

pearedavis.org) for details. The cast is 
expected to include a mix of professional 
and community actors.

“Twelfth Night” — a staple at summer 
Shakespeare festivals — will be directed 
by Rob Salas, who directed last summer’s 
production of “Much Ado About Nothing.” 
Salas said the production will include 
“lots of music” by festival composer 

Richard Chowenhill, a UC Davis graduate 
who has written scores for several Davis 
Shakespeare productions.

“Twelfth Night” involves twins (a broth-
er and a sister) who were separated dur-
ing a stormy shipwreck. Finding herself
alone in a strange land, the play’s heroine

Arcadia Biosciences 
Inc. is going public
By Felicia Alvarez
ENTERPRISE STAFF WRITER

Local seeds of commerce are sprouting as 
another Davis business, Arcadia Biosciences Inc., 
announced Tuesday that it has filed a registration 
statement with the U.S. Securities and Exchange 
Commission for a proposed initial public offering of 
its common stock.

That makes Arcadia the second Davis company to 
go public in the past two years, following Marrone 
Bio Innovations’ IPO in August 2013. When MBI 
launched its IPO, it was the first company in the 
Sacramento region to do so since 2004.

Joe Cobb is 
congratulated 

Tuesday at 
City Hall by 

Holmes Junior 
High math 

teacher Pat 
King, who 

nominated 
him for a 

Golden Heart 
Award. 
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Service special good on all makes and models of walk behind mowers.

SPRING 2015 SERVICE SPECIAL

*Includes oil change, new air filter and spark plug, blade sharpening. Excludes
environmental fees. All other repairs done at regular shop rate. Good thru 5/31/15.

$41.95 & UP*

Getting regular tune-ups help:
• Increase engine power
• Sharpen blades for premium cut quality and fuel efficiency
• Reduce wear with seasonal oil changes 

*Includes oil change, new air filter and sp
environmental fees. All other repairs done at

Limited
Time
Offer

WANTED - HOST FAMILIES!
For Placements Starting March.
Host families are compensated.

530.848.5059 • www.isses-community.com
Ineblett@isses-community.com

INTERNATIONAL STUDENT
SUPPORT AND

EDUCATIONAL SERVICES

From Page A1

more to help them.
Ultimately, the Davis 

City Council adopted seven 
recommendations focused 
on the city’s youth, includ-
ing the creation of the 
Golden Heart Awards, 
which for more than two 
decades have served two 
purposes: to ensure that 
some good comes out of the 
most unthinkable of trage-
dies and to remind the 
community that for every 
teenager who ends up in 
the news for the wrong 
reason, there are countless 
more youths quietly doing 
good, sometimes great, 
things here every day.

If Mockus were alive 
today, he’d be 37 years old. 
Married maybe. A father 
perhaps. Maybe someone 
doing his part to make 
Davis a better place.

Instead, his legacy lives 
on with these awards and 
fittingly, perhaps, it was 
Davis Mayor Dan Wolk 
who opened the awards 
ceremony in the Commu-
nity Chambers at City Hall 
on Tuesday evening.

“Andrew Mockus was a 
classmate of mine,” Wolk 
said.

They played ball togeth-
er.

“So this award has par-
ticular meaning to me.”

In fact, he said, “It’s one 
of the highlights of being a 
council member. “

The awards are 
bestowed in two categories 
every year: for community 
service and for overcoming 
personal challenges.

Elizabeth Salomon
Two 16-year-olds 

received the community 
service awards this year: 
Elizabeth Salomon and 
Jack Liu.

Salomon was nominated 
by her twin sister, Virgin-
ia, for her seven years of 
dedicated service to the 
Yolo SPCA.

Beginning at the age of 9, 
Salomon volunteered at 
adoption events. But she 
wanted to do more. So she 
started making fliers, pho-
tographing the animals 
available for adoption, bak-
ing dog treats, helping with 
paperwork, even adminis-
tering vaccines and micro-
chipping.

At just the age of 12, she 
was taken under the wing 
of the SPCA office manag-
er and became so knowl-
edgeable and able, she was 
once called on to run the 
office for three straight 
days.

“It takes a special kind of 
person to spend her teen 
years volunteering day 
after day,” said Davis 
Mayor Pro Tem Robb 
Davis in recognizing Salo-
mon.

“To date, it is estimated 
that Elizabeth has spent 
over 2,600 hours dedicat-
ing herself to bettering the 
lives of animals.”

Salomon said her reason 
for doing so is pretty sim-
ple: She loves animals and 
has wanted to be a veteri-
narian since she was little 
— a goal the Davis High 
School junior still has.

The work, she says, has 
been difficult at 
times; working with ani-
mals who are neglected or 
unwanted often can be. But 
overall, she said, “It’s been 
a really great experience.”

Jack Liu
Her classmate at Davis 

High, Jack Liu, has dedi-
cated countless hours and 
energy to his cause as well: 
the Ronald McDonald 
House charities.

Liu was nominated for a 
Golden Heart Award by 
friend Hilda Llorens for 
tirelessly serving the char-
ity — which provides a 
home away from home for 
families of children with 
serious medical issues 
— for the past four years.

He volunteers on the 
RMHC Scholarship Com-
mittee and serves on the 

charity’s teen council. One 
year, he donated all of the 
holiday money he received 
to Ronald McDonald 
House.

Liu also established the 
first Ronald McDonald 
Charities Club at Davis 
High School after being 
inspired by a fellow water 
polo player who stayed at 
the Ronald McDonald 
House while recovering 
from a diving accident. 
The club has since 
grown to 25 members 
who support the charity 
with fundraisers, dona-
tions and volunteer work 
parties.

This summer, Liu will 
serve as a cabin leader of 
the RMHC summer camp 
for children with disabili-
ties.

In receiving his award 
on Tuesday evening, Liu 
said, “I am really grateful 
... and I definitely have to 
share this with my club.”

Joseph Cobb

Four teens were honored 
in the personal challenge 
category, beginning with 
Holmes Junior High 
School student Joseph 
Cobb, who received a rous-
ing ovation as he 
approached the dais to be 
recognized Tuesday night.

“I dream of moments 
like that,” quipped Davis 
as he waited to recognized 
Cobb.

The 13-year-old was 
nominated for a Golden 
Heart Award by Holmes 
math teacher Pat King.

Cobb, she said, faces 
many challenges but lives 
his life with a very positive 
attitude and lets nothing 
get in his way. He is 
thoughtful and quiet, but 
has a wonderful sense of 
humor, she said, and 
while wearing hearing aids 
“is incredibly patient with 
his teacher as she learns to 
use the teacher micro-
phone.”

“He shows initiative to 
come in at lunch several 
days a week to finish 
assignments and has per-
severance to get the job 
done,” she said in her 
nomination.

Added Davis on Tuesday 
evening, “Joe is held in 
high regard on campus by 
both adults and peers.”

Andrew and 
Madison Benner

Brother and sister 
Andrew and Madison Ben-
ner were jointly recog-
nized for overcoming 
personal challenges. The 
recognition could hardly 
be more fitting — just as 
the Golden Heart Awards 
themselves seek to bring 
some good out of a sense-
less tragedy, so, too, did 
the Benners attempt to 
make their community a 
better place in the wake of 
their father’s suicide sev-
eral years ago.

Both Da Vinci Charter 
Academy students, Madi-
son, 17, and Andrew, 15, 
were nominated by their 
school counselor, Cara 
Messmore, for sharing 
their grief and lessons with 
the community.

“Madison and Andrew 
possess an amazing ability 
and strength to speak 
about suicide and loss in 
their own ways in order to 
support and educate oth-
ers,” Davis said in recog-
nizing the siblings.

“Madison educated her 
peers about depression and 
suicide in a project called 
Perceptions of Prejudice,” 
he said. “The project pro-
vided an opportunity for 
her peers to understand 
the impact, first-hand, of 
people who struggle with 
depression. She gives hope 
and is someone people 
trust and with whom they 
can share their struggle.”

Her brother, meanwhile, 
“has demonstrated incred-
ible empathy with a (team-
mate) who lost a brother to 
suicide this fall,” Davis 
said.

“He shared with his 
friend that he still has bad 
days and that they will 
happen to him as well, and 
that he will be there for 
him when they do happen.”

Together, Davis said, the 
Benners “are willing to put 
aside their own privacy 
and grief in order to open 
up to the community and 
help.”

Andrew Benner 
responded, in turn, with 
gratitude for the commu-
nity, “for just being so 
helpful and thoughtful to 
our family... and helping us 

through all the hard times 
we’ve had.”

Peter Holderbein
Peter Holderbein was the 

fourth personal challenge 
award recipient, nominated 
for the award by the Rev. 
Daniel Smith of Lutheran 
Church of the Incarnation.

Since kindergarten, 
Holderbein has struggled 
with behavioral health 
issues that led to different 
diagnoses and treatments. 
He was assisted through 
childhood by many doctors 
and therapists and social 
workers, as well as special 
education teachers, Sun-
day School teachers and 
his pastor.

For a while, he attended 
the Plumfield Academy in 
Sebastopol, where the 
structure and environment 
helped Holderbein gain 
control over his life. He 
returned to Davis and 
enrolled at Holmes, where 
he currently serves as stu-
dent body treasurer.

“He is passionate about 
the fight to prevent climate 
change,” said City Council-
man Brett Lee in recogniz-
ing Holderbein. “In 
September, he took to the 
streets and represented his 
congregation at the Peo-
ple’s Climate March in 
New York City. He is con-
vinced that today’s youth 
will be the most impacted 
by climate change and that 
their voice needs to be 
heard.

“He intends to apply his 
leadership talents in help-
ing to express that voice 
within the community that 
has made such a difference 
in his life,” Lee said.

It was a long and chal-
lenging road, but Holder-
bein now serves as a leader 
and on Tuesday he 
expressed not just grati-
tude for the award itself, 
but for the whole commu-
nity of Davis for their 
assistance in helping him 
reach this point.

“It really does take a 
village to raise a child,” he 
said.

 — Reach Anne Ternus-
Bellamy at aternus@
davisenterprise.net or 
530-747-8051. Follow her 
on Twitter at @ATernus
Bellamy   

TEENS: Many are doing good things

FESTIVAL: Event will 
include art and readings
From Page A1

Viola passes herself off as 
a jaunty young man 
named Cesario, and 
becomes a servant to the 
Duke Orsino.

This leads to several 
funny scenes when Orsi-
no dispatches Cesario to 
relay Orsino’s overtures 
of love to the lady Olivia, 
who promptly develops a 
crush on the messenger 
Cesario, rather than the 
Duke. Other scenes 
involve the late-night 
revels of Sir Toby Belch 
(Olivia’s tippling uncle), 
who clashes with Olivia’s 
household steward Mal-
volio (a stern, puritanical 
sort who does not 
approve of Sir Toby’s 
carousing).

“The Mystery of Edwin 
Drood” likewise features 
a young woman dressed 
in pants, impersonating a 
man. The plot also 
includes a set of twins 
(brother and sister), lov-
ers, attempted villainy 
and more.

The production is set in 
a Victorian-era British 
music hall, and is pre-
sented to the audience as 
a show-within-a-show, 
incorporating elements 
of the “British panto”/
vaudeville tradition.

“Drood” also includes 
an element of audience 
participation: The show 
comes with several pos-
sible endings, “and about 
two-thirds of the way into 
the show, the audience 
will choose the ending 
they would like to see,” 

Salas explained. “So it’s
different every night.”

The music and lyrics in
“Drood” are by Rupert
Holmes, a prominent
songwriter in the late
1970s and 1980s, The ini-
tial Broadway production
of the show in 1985 won
several Tony Awards, for
best musical, best book
and best score.

Gia Battista, who
directed last summer’s
production of the musical
“She Loves Me,” will
direct “Drood.”

Salas added that “the
city has allowed us to be
the resident theater com-
pany for the summer at
the Veterans Memorial
Theater — we’re basical-
ly more in partnership
with the city this year.”

The festival also will
include educational pro-
grams for teens and chil-
dren, revamped “green
show” entertainment
before performances,
artwork created by local
artists on display in the
lobby, and a Shakespeare
reading group, which will
start in April.

Tickets to the two
shows are for sale online
at www.shakespeare
davis.org. A festival pass
for both shows is $35 gen-
eral, $30 for students/
seniors, $25 for age 12
and under. Single tickets
are $20 general, $18 for
students/seniors and $15
for age 12 and under.

 — Reach Jeff Hudson 
at jhudson@davisenter
prise.net or 530-747-
8055. 

 Yolo County seeking 
grand jury candidates 
 ENTERPRISE STAFF 

 Yolo Superior Court is 
accepting applications for 
the 2015-16 Yolo County 
Grand Jury. Each July 1, 
the Yolo Superior Court 
impanels 19 grand jurors 
who serve as an arm of 
the judicial system, but 
act as an entirely inde-
pendent body.

The primary function is 
to review the operations 
of city and county gov-
ernment, as well as other 
tax-supported agencies 
and special districts. 
Based on these reviews, 
the grand jury publishes 
its findings and may 
recommend constructive 
action to improve the 
quality and effectiveness 
of local government.

Another responsibility 
is to consider criminal 
indictments based on evi-
dence presented. The 
grand jury also investi-
gates complaints from 
private citizens, local 
government officials or 
government employees.

To be eligible for grand 
jury service:

■ You must be a citizen 
of the United States;

■ You must be 18 years 
of age or older;

■ You must have been 
a resident of Yolo County 
for at least one year 
before selection;

■ You are in possession 
of your natural faculties, 
of ordinary intelligence, 
of sound judgment and 

fair character;
■ You possess suffi-

cient knowledge of the 
English language;

■ You are not currently 
serving as a trial juror in 
any California court;

■ You have not been 
discharged as a grand
juror in any court of this 
state within one year;

■ You have not been 
convicted of malfeasance 
in office or any felony or 
other high crime; and

■ You are not serving 
as an elected public offi-
cer.

If selected, the term of 
service is a period of one 
year, from July 1 through
June 30. Applicants 
should be committed to 
serving the entire year. 
The average time com-
mitment is approximately 
25 to 40 hours per month.

Generally, the grand 
jury meets twice per 
month, usually in the 
evening. For each day’s 
attendance, reimburse-
ment to grand jurors is at 
the rate of $15 per day 
and 55 cents per mile 
round-trip from their 
home to the meeting loca-
tion.

For an application, 
write Yolo Superior Court 
Jury Services 725 Court 
St., Room 303 Woodland, 
CA, 95695; go online to 
www.yolo.courts.ca.gov; 
or call 530-406-6828. 
Applications are due by 
Feb. 27. 
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Above, Peter Holderbein, a student at Holmes Junior High School, accepts his Golden 
Heart Award from Mayor Dan Wolk and City Councilwoman Rochelle Swanson. Below,  
Davis Mayor Pro Tem Robb Davis congratulates Golden Heart Award recipients Madison 
and Andrew Benner, students at Da Vinci High School. At left is their mother Wendy. 

“It takes a special 
kind of person to 
spend her teen years 
volunteering day 
after day. To date, 
it is estimated that 
Elizabeth has spent 
over 2,600 hours 
dedicating herself to 
bettering the lives of 
animals.”

Robb Davis
Davis mayor pro tem


