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Crews gaining ground on wildfires
Yolo air remains 
unhealthful
BY LAUREN KEENE

Enterprise staff writer

 Mother Nature dealt fire-
fighters a break this week, hold-
ing back on lightning strikes 
and strong winds that promised 
to worsen conditions for crews 
battling the LNU Lightning 
Complex wildfires.

Instead, the California 
Department of Forestry and 
Fire Protection reported gain-
ing some ground on those 
blazes, which combined 
spanned nearly 353,000 acres 
in size with 27 percent contain-
ment as of about 9:30 a.m. 
Tuesday.

“I’m feeling very confident 
about where we’re moving,” Cal 
Fire Incident Commander Sean 
Kavanaugh said at a news brief-
ing livestreamed Monday from 
the Napa County Fairgrounds. 

One of the incidents, the 2,360-
acre Meyers Fire north of Jen-
ner, stood at 97 percent 
containment as of Tuesday 
morning.

“That’s what we’re calling a 
win,” Kavanaugh said.

In Yolo County, crews have 
secured blackline conditions — 
where no combustible fuels 
remain between the fire line 
and the main fire — north from 
where Cache Creek enters the 
Capay Valley to the city of Win-
ters to the south, Cal Fire Bat-
talion Chief Chris Waters said 
during an operational update. 
Mop-up patrols remain under-
way.

From Winters south to 
Vacaville, crews are performing 
“heavy mop-up” duty, particu-
larly along Pleasants Valley 
Road, and “we’re trying to get 
that area secure so we can start 
to move people in during the 
repopulation phase,” Waters 
said.

Although Yolo County has no 
active evacuation orders, smoke 

drifting in from both the LNU 
and Bay Area wildfires is 
expected to result in unhealthy 
air quality in the area for at least 
the next several days, according 
to the Yolo-Solano Air Quality 
Management District. Resi-
dents are encouraged to stay 
indoors as much as possible to 
avoid smoke exposure.

Meanwhile, Cal Fire officials 
breathed a sigh of relief over the 
weather, with anticipated thun-
derstorms — and lightning, 
which caused the fires that so 
far have affected Napa, Sonoma, 
Solano, Lake and Yolo counties 
— failing to materialize earlier 
this week. A red-flag warning 
for dry, erratic winds also was 
canceled.

Fire officials also continued 
the process of lifting evacuation 
orders in some fire-threatened 
areas, allowing residents to 
return to their homes that were 
spared from the flames’ path.

Still, “it’s going to take time 
to put this fire out,” Shana 
Jones, chief of Cal Fire’s 

Sonoma-Lake-Napa unit, said 
Monday. “The size and com-
plexity of this fire is one that 
we’ve not seen in times past.”

The fire’s casualties also 
continued to increase, with a 
fatality on Monday in Solano 
County that now brings the 
death toll to five. Four others 
— fire personnel and civilians 
— have been injured.

Fire and law-enforcement 
officials also begin this week the 
somber process of assessing the 
property damage caused by the 
fires, which so far have 
destroyed 937 structures and 
damaged another 251.

“That’s where we start to feel 
a sense of loss as a community,” 
Sonoma County Sheriff Mark 
Essick said at Monday’s news 
briefing. He encouraged resi-
dents to reach out to their 
friends and neighbors, or to 
access community resources by 
dialing 211.

The California Governor’s 

Frerichs seeks 3rd council term
BY ANNE TERNUS-BELLAMY

Enterprise staff writer

 When Lucas Frerichs 
first ran for Davis City 
Council eight years ago, his 
campaign, he said at the 
time, was guided by three 
principles: courage, com-
mitment and collaboration.

Courage, he told The 
Enterprise back then, was 
about sticking to one’s 
beliefs, even in the face of 
criticism — something he 
said had been lacking on 
the City Council.

Commitment was exactly 
that — service to the com-
munity, which in Frerichs’ 
case had included multiple 
stints on city commissions, 
the Davis Food Co-op 
board as well as a variety of 
nonprofits.

And collaboration, he 
said, was about working 
together for the common 
good — something else, he 
said, that could be 
improved among council 

members.
Among 

the issues 
he cited as 
being of 
key con-
cern dur-
ing that 
2012 
council 
run: the 
city’s 
recession-ravaged budget, 
the need for a high quality 
water supply, and, looking 
ahead, moving toward a 
publicly owned utility.

Eight years later, Fre-
richs has now served two 
terms on the council and 
entered this re-election 
campaign as the city’s first 
vice mayor — a new title 
created after the city 
switched to district elec-
tions.

Frerichs is one of two 
candidates (along with 
Larry Guenther) now seek-
ing to represent District 3 

on the council.
Looking back on his 

previous eight years, Fre-
richs takes pride in a num-
ber of accomplishments: 
cofounding Valley Clean 
Energy, the locally gov-
erned clean energy pro-
vider for Davis, Woodland 
and unincorporated areas 
of the county; working with 
colleagues to approve and 
then build the Woodland-
Davis Surface Water Proj-
ect; and replacing the aging 
wastewater treatment plant 
as well.

“I’ve been really proud to 
work on those,” he said.

He also takes pride in 
being part of a change in 
tenor on the council, dating 
back to the election of Joe 
Krovoza and Rochelle 
Swanson in 2010, he said, 
and continuing with the 
elections of Brett Lee, Dan 
Wolk and himself.
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Blue Devil alum finds 
his niche at 20,000 feet
BY OWEN YANCHER

Enterprise staff writer

 Why stop to recharge 
when you can refuel while 
still moving?

That’s a question 
Nikhel Sylvain may be 
better suited to answer 
than anyone else.

For the better part of 
the last six years, the 2015 
Davis High graduate has 
done his work in the air — 
performing one of the U.S. 
Air Force’s most unique 
tasks as a boom operator. 
Zig-zagging across the 
globe, the senior airman 
specializes in mid-flight 
refueling — a niche posi-
tion held by less than 
1,000 aviators nationwide.

He’s visited dozens of 
countries on missions out 
of nearby Travis Air Force 
Base, watched countless 

sunsets from his 
perch 20,000 feet 
above the ground 
and gained a new 
perspective on life 
while refilling air 
tankers at 300 
miles per hour.

“The whole 
experience is a 
humbling one,” 
Sylvain says. “You 
quickly realize there’s a 
much bigger picture, and 
the smaller inconve-
niences really don’t mat-
ter as much.”

Enlisting straight out 
of high school, Sylvain’s 
path to the present has 
been anything but a 
straight line. He’s worked 
as a part-time salesman, 
in hospitality, as a real-
estate appraisal appren-
tice and even earned his 
private pilot license — all 

while balancing 
his military 
endeavors on top 
of classes at Sac-
ramento City Col-
lege.

That is, until 
this past year.

Completing his 
requirements for 
transfer to a four-
year institution, 

Sylvain fired off applica-
tions to a handful of uni-
versities — eventually 
earning acceptance from 
nearly every one, among 
the likes: Cornell, Dart-
mouth, Columbia, New 
York University, Univer-
sity of Chicago, Johns 
Hopkins, North Carolina, 
Emory University, USC, 
Michigan, UC Berkeley 
and UCLA.

SEE NICHE, PAGE A4

 Three teens 
honored by 
Golden Hearts 
 BY ANNE TERNUS-BELLAMY 
Enterprise staff writer

 For more than two decades, the 
city of Davis’ Golden Heart Awards 
have served two purposes: ensuring 
that some good can come from even 
the most unthinkable of tragedies, 
and reminding the community that 
for every teenager who ends up in the 
news for the wrong reason, there are 
countless more youths quietly doing 
the right things every day.

Such is the case with Bea Bastino, 
Lailah Becker-Golde and Dominick 
Jackson.

All three were honored by the 
Davis City Council 
on Tuesday night 
during a virtual 
Golden Heart 
Awards ceremony 
for their service to 
the community and 
overcoming per-
sonal challenges.

Since 1994, these 
ceremonies have 
taken place in a 
council chambers 
full of proud family 
and friends. This year’s ceremony,
originally slated for March, was post-
poned when the COVID-19 pan-
demic and shelter in place forced all 
council meetings online. With no end 
in sight to Zoom meetings however,
the awards ceremony took place 
online this week as well.

The awards were created in the 
wake of Andrew Mockus’ death 28 
years ago. A 14-year-old Holmes 
Junior High School student, Mockus 
was killed by a group of Davis teens 
who beat him, robbed him and 
pushed him into the path of a moving 
train.

Stunned, the city responded by 
holding public forums to discuss the 
issues facing the community’s youth 
and ways the city could do more to 
help. In the end, the Davis City
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An ominous orange 
sky hangs over rural 

Yolo County on 
Thursday as 

wildfires poured 
smoke and ash into 

the atmosphere. 
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“There had been a period 
before that when the coun-
cil spent a lot of time fight-
ing each other, bickering 
and arguing about projects 
and it was very personal,” 
Frerichs said. “That’s one of 
the things that’s been a 
breath of fresh air — this 
council now for 10 years 
where people are really 
committed to working 
together on behalf of the 
community.”

That’s not to say the cur-
rent council marches in 
lockstep.

Just last week Frerichs 
and Councilman Will 
Arnold cast votes against 
the University Commons 
redevelopment project 
while their three colleagues 
voted in favor.

In explaining his vote, 
Frerichs said the project 
was simply too large for the 
site.

Frerichs was also the 
lone council vote in April 
against a lease option 
agreement with a commer-
cial solar company. That 
BrightNight agreement has 
proven to be one of the 
more controversial deci-
sions in recent years.

In urging his colleagues 
not to approve the agree-
ment, Frerichs objected to 
the process that bypassed 
city commissions, the sole-
source contract and the fact 
that Valley Clean Energy 
was not involved.

But he has also joined his 
colleagues on a number of 
votes in the last few years 
aimed at increasing the 
city’s housing supply, par-
ticularly market-rate rental 
apartments.

“It’s important for us to 
build apartments especially 
where it makes sense 
(closer to the university),” 
said Frerichs, because that, 
in turn, will move some 
students out of single-fam-
ily homes, freeing them up 
for young families.

“What’s been really frus-
trating for me is the biggest 
shrinking demographic in 
our city is my age group,” 
said the 41-year-old. “Peo-
ple my age who want to 
start a family … can’t afford 
a house here so they move 
to Woodland or Dixon or 
West Sacramento and just 
drive to Davis to access the 
parks and schools and 
camps.

“That’s an upside down, 
tortured reality, too: that 
we’re unable to provide 
housing which is affordable 

in Davis for people who 
want to raise a family here.”

He is proud of the coun-
cil’s memorandum of 
understanding reached 
with the county and UC 
Davis, under which the 
university committed to 
provide more on-campus 
housing for students and 
committed, as well, to 
investing millions of dollars 
in local transportation 
investments.

Looking ahead, he wants 
to continue collaborating 
with the university, the 
county and non-profits to 
address the issues the city 
continues to face, from 
homelessness to a lack of 
affordable housing. 
Already, he noted, those 
collaborations have borne 
fruit, like with the homeless 
respite center and the 
future Paul’s Place home-
less services and housing 
development.

That sort of collabora-
tion may be key in address-
ing changes to policing in 
Davis as well.

A goal of many in the 
community is to scale back 
the police budget and 
invest that money in other 
areas, including mental 
health services.

Earlier this summer, 
Frerichs and Mayor Gloria 
Partida penned an op-ed 
addressing that topic. They 
outlined some of the ways 
the city in recent years has 
moved away from hiring 
additional sworn officers 
and instead hiring, among 
others, non-sworn home-
less outreach coordinators 
and funding mental health 
crisis intervention services 
in collaboration with the 
county.

“These increases to the 
city’s police budget are 
meant to assist in reducing 
negative police interactions 
in our community and in 
the city continuing to find 
ways to reach out to our 
marginalized communi-
ties,” Frerichs and Partida 
wrote.

More work is underway 
now with three city com-
missions charged with 
coming up with recom-
mendations for the council 
to consider as additional 
reforms.

“We have a willingness in 
the police chief and also the 
department, that they rec-
ognize that there are 
changes needed as well, 
structural changes,” said 
Frerichs.

“There are a lot of ideas 
out there … it’s going to be 

an ongoing process over the 
next year or couple of 
years,” he added. “But 
there’s a willingness to do 
it.”

One of the biggest 
changes ahead for the 
council that will be seated 
this fall will be that each 
member will represent a 
separate district.

Frerichs doesn’t expect 
that to change the way he 
serves though.

“I’ve been elected at 
large, and I try to be 
responsive to (all residents) 
and I think I have a clear 
track record of digging in 
and helping solve prob-
lems,” said Frerichs.

Over the years, he said, 
he has regularly responded 
to phone calls and emails 
from residents all over 
town wanting to report a 
pot hole that needed filling, 
a downed tree limb, or a 
burned-out street light. 
Frerichs, in turn, has 
helped those residents 
navigate the city bureau-
cracy.

Now he has proposed the 
creation of a neighborhood 
liaison position to ensure 
those resident concerns 
don’t get lost in the change 
to district elections.

“We’ve heard the calls for 
strengthening city and 
neighborhood communica-
tion and engagement,” he 
said. “There’s a real need to 
have a dedicated person or 
persons to be proactive 
about engaging with neigh-
bors and neighborhood 
associations… we do that as 
council members but it’s 
going to be even more 
important in a district elec-
tion world.”

That said, Frerichs plans 
to continue doing what he’s 
been doing for the last 
eight years.

“I feel that I am very 
intentional about listening 
to community concerns, 
connecting people to help 
solve problems and have a 
demonstrated record of 
being very involved region-
ally, which is really the 
future of how we look at 
governing.”

“That’s how I’m going to 
continue to approach the 
situation. I still plan on 
representing the citizens of 
Davis and the community 
of Davis.”

 — Reach Anne Ternus-
Bellamy at aternus@
davisenterprise.net. 
Follow her on Twitter at 
@ATernusBellamy.  

Council adopted seven 
recommendations that 
grew out of the forums, 
including the creation of 
the Golden Heart Awards, 
which would honor local 
teens for their achieve-
ments.

For the last 26 years, the 
awards have been given 
annually in two catego-
ries: overcoming personal 
challenges and commu-
nity service.

Members of the com-
munity are asked every 
year to nominate the 
deserving teens they know 
and a selection committee 
selects the awardees.

Among this year’s win-
ners: Bea Bastino, who 
graduated from Da Vinci 
Charter Academy in June.

Bastino has partici-
pated in Team Davis, the 
local Special Olympics 
team, since she was 13 
years old. She has served 
as a participant, ambas-
sador and summer camp 
volunteer leader.

“Even with challenges of 
her own, due to her intel-
lectual disability, Bea goes 
out of her way to support 
other participants,” said 
Mayor Gloria Partida, who 
virtually bestowed the 
award of community ser-
vice on Bastino.

“Time and time again, 
she has reached out to a 
participant sitting on the 
sidelines to bring them 
into a practice session and 
to help create a positive 
experience for everyone. 
Due to her positive atti-
tude, willingness to try 
everything and her ability 
to make all others feel 
comfortable, she was 
named Team Davis 
Ambassador of the Year.”

Bastino is also a long-
time volunteer with the 
city of Davis recreation 
programs, “where she has 
a knack for reaching out to 
those children needing a 
little encouragement.”

In fact, both Partida 
and Councilman Will 
Arnold have seen 
it firsthand.

“I know Bea 
because my son is 
also a participant 
of Team Davis and 
I can attest to the 
fact that she is 
very deserving of 
this award,” said 
Partida.

Arnold said he 
was glad to see Bea 
acknowledged for helping 
those on the sidelines in 

need of encour-
agement because 
she’s done exactly 
that for his own 
son during base-
ball.

Bastino 
thanked the 
council members 
and everyone 
who helped her 
along the way.

“I couldn’t have done it 
without my community 
and friends who got me 
this far,” she said.

————
Another teen recog-

nized Tuesday night for 
her service to the commu-
nity is Lailah Becker-
Golde, now a senior at 
Davis High School.

Becker-Golde has been 
a volunteer for Davis 
Community Meals for the 
past three years, assisting 
the program every week.

“Laila displays selfless-
ness, sees the need in our 
community and follows 
through,” said Vice Mayor 
Lucas Frerichs, reading 
her nomination let-
ter. “She is a rock and sta-
ple at the Tuesday night 
community meal served at 
St. Martins Church.”

A consistent volunteer 
for years, Becker-Golde 
inquired a year ago if there 
was a permanent spot she 
could fill.

“She enthusiastically 
accepted work as the dish-
washer on Tuesday nights 
and has spent over 150 
hours volunteering,” said 
Frerichs.

“She is now in charge of 
the entire kitchen clean up 
on Tuesday nights and is 
known for calling on 
friends and family when 
she knows they will be 
short staffed.”

Her nomination for a 
Golden Heart Award for 
community service was 
seconded by many with 
Davis Community Meals, 
who cited her tremendous 
work ethic, dedication, 
reliability and conscien-
tiousness, not to mention 

the way she treats 
everyone with 
compassion and 
understanding.

“It would be 
virtually impossi-
ble to provide din-
ner to guests 
without her,” they 
said.

————
Also receiving a 

Golden Heart Award 
Tuesday night for over-
coming many personal 

challenges was 
Dominick Jackson,
a 2020 graduate of 
Holmes.

Jackson over-
came those chal-
lenges even as he 
was rising through 
the ranks of the
Davis Police 
Explorer program 

to the position of platoon 
leader.

“With a young birth 
mother that could not care 
for him, Dominick was 
often left to fend for him-
self,” said Councilman
Brett Lee.

Jackson “bravely sought 
out help” from friends 
who eventually petitioned 
the court for legal guard-
ianship, said Lee. “Domi-
nick has since become a 
part of their family.”

Holmes Vice Principal 
Mike Dufresne supported 
Jackson’s nomination, 
stating that, “due to a 
background that contrib-
uted to a general distrust
of school personnel and 
school system, Dominick 
has had to work very hard 
to overcome significant 
challenges.

“He has developed close 
working relationships 
with his teachers and 
taken on several leader-
ship roles in his classes 
and through athletics. He 
is in the leadership class 
and is often trusted with
large projects and volun-
teers with sporting events.

“I whole heartedly sup-
port this nomination,” said 
Dufresne.

In addition to overcom-
ing challenges and taking 
on leadership roles at 
school, Jackson began 
attending the Davis Police 
Department Cadet pro-
gram.

“Early on, Dominick 
was recognized to be out-
going and friendly, with 
great leadership capabil-
ity, thus was picked to be 
the platoon leader of the 
program,” said Lee.

“He effortlessly leads 
the group, while being 
kind, empathetic and 
understanding – such a
tribute to this young man, 
who was brought up in a 
world that didn’t always 
return the favor.”

Jackson thanked the 
council for the award and
extended thanks to 
Dufresne as well, saying, 
“He’s a big part of who I 
am today and he was
always there for me when 
I needed him.”  
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VCE warns 
of utility 
bill scam 
Special to The Enterprise 

 Yolo County residents 
are advised to be on the 
alert for scam phone calls 
purporting to be from their 
energy provider.

According to one Davis 
resident who received such 
a call, the caller apologized 
for overcharging her on her 
utility bill, explaining that 
the overcharge was from a 
third-party supplier.

She was told to press 1 to 
apply for a rebate check, 
but the woman hung up, 
believing that the caller was 
attempting to gain access to 
her bank routing and 
account numbers.

Valley Clean Energy, Yolo 
County’s public nonprofit 
local electricity provider, 
says that it never asks for a 
customer’s banking infor-
mation over the telephone.

“We’re concerned that 
our customers may believe 
we’re offering refunds and 
fall victim,” said Don Say-
lor, chairman of the VCE 
board of directors and a 
Yolo County supervisor.

Added Don Malloy, an 
investigator with the Yolo 
County District Attorney’s 
Office, “I doubt that any 
legit company would apol-
ogize for charging you too 
much — they’d just send 
you a refund check.”


