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 There are many in Davis who 
do their part to help the homeless.

Some prepare and serve food 
through Davis Community Meals, 
launder sleeping bags for the Inter-
faith Rotating Winter Shelter, pro-
vide toiletries and other little 
necessities to those in need and, of 
course, donate money to help keep 
all of those programs going.

And then there are those people 
like Genevieve “Vivi” Kirsch.

Kirsch has served the homeless 
in Davis for 10 of her 17 years. She 
knows them and greets them by 
name during the course of her 
regular activities in town and has 
never stopped advocating for their 
needs.

For her efforts, Kirsch received 
the Golden Heart Award for com-
munity service during a ceremony 
before the City Council this week.

The awards were created in the 
wake of the horrific murder of 
Andrew Mockus 24 years ago.

A 14-year-old Holmes Junior 
High School student at the time, 
Mockus was killed by a group of 
Davis teens who beat him, robbed 
him and pushed him into the path 
of a moving train.

Stunned, the city responded by 
holding public forums to discuss 
the issues facing the community’s 
youth and ways the city could do 
more to help. In the end, the 
Davis City Council adopted seven 
recommendations that grew out 
of the forums, including the cre-
ation of the Golden Heart Awards, 
which would honor local teens for 
the good that they do. The awards 
would be given annually in two 
categories: overcoming personal 
challenges and community ser-
vice.

“It’s one of my favorite days on 
the City Council,” Mayor Dan 
Wolk said during Tuesday’s award 
ceremony, where Kirsch and 
Holmes ninth-grader Ethan Pat-
terson were recognized as this 

year’s honorees.
Kirsch became a vol-

unteer at the Interfaith 
Rotating Winter Shelter 
not long after her grand-
mother, Mary Anne 
Kirsch, and a group of 
other local residents 
founded it. She was just 
8 years old when she 
started helping.

“She used to sit at the 
desk and check people 
in,” her grandmother 
recalled.

Before she was even in 
high school, Kirsch had 
become a high school 
intern helping to run the 
shelter and was serving 
as a senior mentor to 
new interns by the time 
she was a junior. She’s 
now a senior at Da Vinci 
Charter Academy.

It was Kirsch’s rela-
tionships with shelter 
guests that family friend 
Jan Garrison particu-
larly admired and that 
prompted her to nomi-
nate Kirsch for a Golden 
Heart award.

Garrison was going 
through training to work 
at the shelter overnight and saw 
how Kirsch didn’t just sit and 
supervise the homeless there. She 
talked with them, ate with them, 
developed friendships with them.

“That’s really hard,” Garrison 
noted. “You don’t just sit there. 
You go make the guests feel wel-
come. And I was so impressed 
with how she did that.”

For her part, Kirsch calls the 
experience rewarding.

“Some of the guests have been 
coming for years,” Kirsch said, 
“and they literally watched me 
grow up.

“It’s not your average experience 
for a (pre-teen and teen),” she 
laughed. “But it’s been very 
rewarding.”

Her work with the homeless has 

inspired her to pursue political 
science in college, with the goal of 
elevating understanding and pol-
icy related to homelessness.

In the meantime, she will con-
tinue doing what she does, which 
includes not only working at the 
shelter but also serving as a stu-
dent ambassador for Da Vinci as 
well as a Friendship Day leader at 
the school.

“Inclusive community-building 
is part of her character,” noted 
Davis Mayor Pro Tem Robb Davis, 
who presented Kirsch with her 
award this week.

Holmes math teacher Pat King, 
meanwhile, nominated Patterson 
for a Golden Heart award for 
overcoming personal challenges.

Patterson was in her math class 
for two years at Holmes, King 

said, “and he’s a pretty amazing 
guy.”

In the sixth grade, Patterson 
faced severe physical challenges 
that caused him to miss a s
ignificant amount of school over 
time.

“His illness made it a challenge 
to keep up with his studies and I 
admire the fact that he had to 
work extra hard to maintain his 
coursework throughout his recov-
ery over the next several years,” 
King said in her nomination. “His 
perseverance and resilience is 
admirable.”

But even more than that, she 
said, is the exceptional kindness 
he extends to other students even 
while dealing with his own chal-
lenges.

When he sees another student 
who needs help, King said, Patter-
son always reaches out.

“He takes the initiative in help-
ing people and that kind of empa-
thy in a teen is remarkable,” she 
said.

Patterson, now a ninth-grader, 
was surprised to be nominated for 
the award, and in modest fashion 
said simply, “With the help of a lot 
of people, I was able to get 
through it.”

In addition to Patterson and 
Kirsch, four other Davis teens 
received honorable mentions for 
their community service: Sierra 
Marie, Leah Pinto, Hailey Shapiro 
and Isabelle Shapiro.

 — Reach Anne Ternus-Bellamy 
at aternus@davisenterprise.net or 
530-747-8051. Follow her on 
Twitter at @ATernusBellamy  
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True colors: Students honored for Confederate flag essays
BY ANNE TERNUS-BELLAMY

Enterprise staff writer

Seeing pictures of Confederate 
flags flying in South Carolina after 
the Charleston church shooting in 
June left nine people dead got 
Elaje Lopez thinking.

“I asked, ‘Why is that still up?’ ” 
the Holmes Junior High eighth-
grader recalled recently.

It made her angry, and sad, for 
African-Americans who had to see 
it flying overhead all the time.

So she channeled that emotion 
into an essay she wrote for a con-
test sponsored by the Sacramento 
County Office of Education earlier 
this year. The contest asked stu-
dents in elementary, middle and 
high school to explain in their 
own words why the removal of the 
Confederate flag in South Caro-
lina was an important step in the 
civil rights movement.

When she sat down to write the 
essay, Lopez said, her mom told 
her to “think about how you really 
feel about it.”

“And I really channeled that,” 
she explained.

“For many,” she wrote, “the Con-
federate flag symbolizes hatred, 
racism and inequality toward 
African-Americans. It represents 
all the slaves dragged from Africa 
against their will, every drop of 
sweat shed in the brutal heat of 
the plantations. It represents 

every lash mark on the whipped 
slaves, every scream of anguish of 
the separated families, every 
lynching of black men hung from 
trees or burned to death.

“This flag resonates with an 
aura of injustice that goes against 
everything the American dream 
stands for: life, liberty and the 
pursuit of happiness.”

By taking down the flag, she 
wrote, “… we tear down a section 
of the wall that stands between 
African-Americans and racial 
equality. Sections of this wall have 
been torn down before by Rosa 
Parks, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
and others. But with this, all peo-
ple — black, white, male or female 
— have taken a step together to 
end this prejudice and create a 
more peaceful world.”

For her efforts, Lopez 
won second place among all 
middle schoolers in the 
greater Sacramento area 
who entered the contest and 
was honored on stage 
at the 17th Annual 
MLK Celebration 
at the Sheridan 
Hotel in Sacra-
mento earlier 
this month.

There on 
stage beside 
her was her 
classmate, 
friend and 

fellow honoree, Catie Fee.
Fee took third place among all 

middle schoolers for her contest 
entry, which she titled, “A Con-
stant Painful Reminder.”

“Imagine that every day, on 
your morning commute, you drive 
by a sign,” Fee wrote, “a sign that 
says, ‘You’re a second-class citizen.’ 
This is what the Confederate flag 
is for African-Americans: a con-
stant, painful reminder that their 
ancestors were considered no 
more than property, just over 150 
years ago. Yet the presence of this 
flag persisted, even into the 21st 
century, even after we elected an 
African-American president.”

Some people in the United 
States, Fee wrote, still believe that 
African-Americans are second-

class citizens.
“The Confederate flag 

gives 

these wrong-headed beliefs some 
validity, putting people under the 
impression that this is an OK way 
to view equally created citizens of 
the United States. This tells 
African-Americans that not only 
were their ancestors treated as 
second-class citizens, people still 
feel this way about them today,” 
Fee wrote.

“Why is the removal of the 
Confederate flag so important to 
the civil rights movement? 
Because taking it down means 
getting rid of this painful 
reminder of an unjust past and 
people who still feel that this 
symbol is worthy of the present.”

Fee and Lopez, both 13, were 
surprised to hear they’d placed in 
the top three of the essay contest, 
but both said they felt really good 
about their entries. They like to 
write, they are clearly good at it and 
they are passionate about civil 
rights.

Their school, meanwhile, is very 
proud of them.

“They were thoughtful, well-
written essays on a topic that is 

challenging for anyone to write 
about — especially eighth-
graders,” said teacher Lisa 
Mowry.

Added teacher Jeanne 
Reeve: “Holmes writers rock!”

 — Reach Anne Ternus-
Bellamy at aternus@
davisenterprise.net or 
530-747-8051. Follow her on 
Twitter at @ATernus
Bellamy   

Today
■ Teens in grades 7-9 are 

invited to a  junior high dance  
sponsored by the city of Davis 
from 7 to 9:30 p.m. at the Veter-
ans’ Memorial Center, 203 E. 
14th St. A DJ will be on hand to 
play dance and hip-hop music; 
other activities include a game 
room with Wii Rock Band and 
board games as well as a snack 
bar. City dances are supervised by 
city staff and there are no in-and-
out privileges. Tickets are $10 in 
advance or $12 at the door. For 
information, call 530-757-5626.

Saturday 
■ All ages are welcome for a 

matinee performance of “ Jack 
and the Beanstalk”  by the Davis 
High School Symphony Orches-
tra beginning at 2 p.m. in the 
Brunelle Performance Hall at 
DHS, 315 W. 14th St. Tickets are 
$10 for adults, $5 for children 
and students, and may be pur-
chased at the box office beginning 
at 1 p.m. The annual concert, 
conducted by Angelo Moreno, is 
sponsored by the Davis Schools 
Orchestral Music Association 
with funding provided by the 
Tandem Foundation, the Davis 
School Arts Foundation and 
DSOMA. This year’s performance 
will feature DHS alumni violinist 
Nicholas Weis.

Wednesday 
■  Holmes Junior High  hosts a 

parent information meeting 
on student planning for incom-
ing ninth-graders, 6-7:30 p.m. in 
the Holmes MPR, 1220 Drexel 
Drive.

Feb. 27-28 
■ Learn the information and 

skills necessary to be the best 
baby-sitter on the block during a 
weekend  baby-sitter training  
offered by the city of Davis. Par-
ticipants will learn child and 
infant CPR, rescue breathing, 
choking rescue and more. Partici-
pants must be between the ages 
of 11 and 15 and the cost is $150. 
Hours are 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. both 
Saturday and Sunday at the Davis 
Senior Center, 646 A St.

Wednesday, March 2 
■  Holmes Junior High  hosts a 

parent information meeting 
on student planning for incom-
ing eighth-graders, 6-7:30 p.m. 
in the Holmes MPR, 1220 Drexel 
Drive.

Monday, March 7 
■  Emerson Junior High  hosts 

a parent information meeting on 
student planning for incoming 
eighth- and ninth-graders, 
6:30-8 p.m. in the Emerson 
library, 2121 Calaveras Ave.

Wednesday, March 9 
■  Holmes Junior High  hosts a 

parent information meeting 
on student planning for incom-
ing seventh-graders, 6-7:30 p.m. 
in the Holmes MPR, 1220 Drexel 
Drive.

Thursday, March 10 
■  Harper Junior High  hosts a 

parent information meeting 
on student planning for incom-
ing eighth-graders, 6:30-7:30 
p.m. in the Harper library, and 
for incoming ninth-graders at the 
same time in the Harper MPR, 
4000 E. Covell Blvd.

Saturday, March 12 
■ Come to the 10th annual 

Davis Children’s Summer Activ-
ity Faire  and learn more about 
the summer camps and programs 
available for your child. This 
year’s faire takes place from 9 
a.m. to noon at Central Park and 
includes fun activities, games, 
arts and crafts and more. For 
more information, call the city’s 
Parks and Community Services 
Department, 530-757-5626.

Thursday, March 31 
■  Harper Junior High   open 

house,  with food and music start-
ing at 5:30 p.m. and a parent 
information meeting on student 
planning for incoming seventh-
graders from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. 
in the Harper MPR, 4000 E. 
Covell Blvd.

Vivi Kirsch has 
served the 
homeless in Davis 
for 10 of her 17 
years. She knows 
them and greets 
them by name, and 
has never stopped 
advocating for their 
needs. For her 
efforts, the city 
honored Kirsch 
with a Golden Heart 
Award on Tuesday at 
City Hall.
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Holmes Junior High 
student Ethan 

Patterson saves his 
Golden Heart 

moment for 
posterity on 

Tuesday. Holmes 
math teacher Pat 

King nominated him 
for overcoming 

personal 
challenges.

Holmes Junior Highs students Elaje Lopez, right, and 
Katie Fee took second and third place, respectively, in a 

regional essay contest honoring Martin Luther King.
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